Writing an Effective Analytical Paragraph

1.    Topic Sentence: The paragraph’s thesis.

2.   Transition:  Guide your reader to your first idea.

3.   Statement:  Supports your thesis.

4.   Context: Introduces quote or summary sentence or phrase that indicates the    

                         situation from which the quote was taken.
5.   Proof:     The quote or paraphrase (with author & page number in parentheses at the  

                       
end of the quote).

6.  Analysis:  Interpret the quote.   State why this quote proves the topic sentence.

7.  Transition:  Provide another guide or link to second idea. 

8.  Second Main Idea

9.  Context for second quote.

10.  Second quote or paraphrase.

11.  Analysis of second quote.

12. Commentary:  Relate topic back to larger thesis of paper.

13. (Optional) Transition:  Lead into the next paragraph. 
