Write Your Own Ballad Assignment – Due December 14, 2015
Your Ballad must include the following:

1. First and foremost, your ballad must tell a story. Write about something that has happened to you or about an event in literature, the Bible, or history.

2. Your ballad must include a refrain. Think about the theme of your ballad and use your refrain to tie your stanzas together as you move from time period to time period. Review “Cat’s in the Cradle” and “The Highwayman” to help you construct both stanzas and refrain.

3. Use rhythm and a rhyme scheme that works with ballads (ABAB, ABCB, or AABB).

4. Implement at least one figurative language poetic device (metaphor, simile, hyperbole, personification, etc. Refer to your Quizlet for definitions and examples.  Underline your figurative language devices in your poem.
5. Implement at least one sound device (assonance, alliteration, onomatopoeia, etc.) Underline the sound devices in your poem.
6. Implement imagery in your poem (Use your five senses – describe something that the reader will be able to see, hear, taste, touch, or smell). Underline the imagery in your poem.

7. Write at least eight stanzas, including the refrain; include more if necessary, but no less than eight.
8. Have fun with this assignment. If you play an instrument, try to write music to accompany your ballad.
9. Create your ballad on a titled Google Document and share it with me immediately. Make sure you give your ballad a title.
10. Your ballad must be revised and edited on the Google Document before submitting to Turnitin.com.
11. Upload your ballad to Turnitin.com before midnight on Monday, December 14, 2015.
