Wife of Bath Essay Short Essay Question
In a brief essay, explain why the old woman first presents herself to the knight as old and ugly, rather than as young and beautiful. Why does she later transform herself into a young and beautiful woman?  Explain the possible reasons for this change, based upon your reading of “The Wife of Bath’s Tale.”

Student Response:

      The woman first appears to the knight as an old and ugly crone. This is done so the knight believes her old age has gifted her with great wisdom which he is in dire need of to save his life.  Once the knight makes the deal to do whatever the old woman wants in return for her knowledge, and the Queen pardons him, the woman’s appearance serves as a punishment to the knight, yet also a challenge.

     Later, the crone transforms herself into a beautiful woman when the knight passes the test. The test was simply that the knight had to find his new wife capable and deserving of making decisions for herself regarding her own life and the newlyweds’ marriage. When the knight refuses to choose whether he wants his wife to be old and faithful or young and flighty, and instead leaves the choice in his wife’s hands, the “Spell” is broken.  She instantly becomes a fine young maiden after receiving self-same sovereignty.

Your Task:  With a partner, read both the question and the response and create a list of everything the student did correctly in this response.  We will then discuss your responses. 
