“The Wife of Bath’s Tale” from The Canterbury Tales by Geoffre
y Chaucer

Vocabulary Warm-up Word Lists

Study these words from the selection. Then, complete the activities.

Word List A

1.  bottled [BAHT uhld] v. (with up) held in; restrained; contained

The mourner kept her grief and sadness bottled up.

2.  crone [KROHN] n. an ugly old woman; hag

Fairy tales often feature a crone who later becomes a beautiful maiden.

3.  extort [ek STOHRT] v. obtain by using violence or threats

Blackmailers extort money by threatening to reveal damaging secrets.

4.  forlorn [fohr LOHRN] adj. abandoned or forsaken; sad and lonely

The stray dog looked hungry and forlorn when the children found her.

5.  matrons [ MAY truhns] n. married women or widows; mature women

The matrons in the garden club have exchanged advice for years.

6.  purged [PERJD] v. removed; cleansed; to have gotten rid of

The exterminator purged the house of unwanted insects.

7.  reprove [ri PROOV] v. admonish; find fault with; rebuke

The coach had to reprove his players for not following the game plan.

8.  void [VOYD] adj. empty; containing no matter

The manager discovered that the safe was mysteriously void of cash.

Word List B

9.  ceaselessly [SEES lis lee] adv. without stopping; continuously

The crew bailed water ceaselessly to make sure the ship would float.

10.  defiance [di FY uhns] n. open resistance to an opposing force or authority

The tennis player wore black clothing in defiance of the rules.

11.  disperses [di SPERS ez] v. drives off; scatters; distributes widely

The scent of this candle disperses mosquitoes, so we will not be bitten.

12.  enquire [en KWYR] v. to seek information by asking a question

Some people do not realize that it is rude to enquire about personal matters.

13.  incentive [in SEN tiv] n. something that encourages you to do something

A raise in pay is often enough incentive for most employees to work harder.

14.  maim [MAYM] v. injure; impair; mutilate

Even a minor automobile accident can maim occupants for life.

15.  saddle [SAD uhl] v. load down; burden

The manager thought it best to saddle new employees with extra work.

16.  temporal [TEM puh ruhl] adj. lasting for only a time; not eternal; worldly

The monk’s meditations did not focus on temporal matters, such as money.
