“The Lesson”
Name _____________________________________________ Date ______________________

After reading the short story “The Lesson,” Please complete the following tasks:

Journal Entry:  

According to Miss Moore, “Where we are is who we are.”  To what extent do you agree?  Do you consider yourself the product of your social class?  What other factors have contributed to your identity?

Answer the following questions in complete sentences:  There are several questions within each question, so make sure that you answer all questions asked.

1.  What does Miss Moore hope to accomplish during the class outing?  What lesson does she want to teach?  Does it need teaching?   Why?   To what extent does Miss Moore’s teaching succeed?

2.  Although the reader knows that Sylvia is angry, she will not admit her feelings to Miss Moore.  Why not?  Does Sylvia know what has made her angry?  Explain.

3.  With which character in the story do you most empathize?  Why?

4.  How does your attitude toward the expensive toys compare to that of the children?  How do you account for similarities and/or differences in your responses?

5.  How does Bambara use humor to enhance the meaning in “The Lesson?”  Cite examples from the story.

Cultural Contexts:  Answer the following:

1.  “White folks crazy” appears twice in “The Lesson.”  What situations give rise to this conclusion?  What emotions are the children expressing through these words?  What is the significance of Sylvia’s resolve:  “ain’t nobody gonna beat me at nuthin?”

2.  React to Miss Moore’s assessment:  “Imagine for a minute what kind of society it is in which some people can spend on a toy what it would cost to feed a family of six or seven.”  What do you and your group think?
