The Clause and Phrase

A clause is a group of related words that forms part of a sentence.  Every clause has a subject and a predicate.  There are two types of clauses:  independent and dependent.  

An independent clause expresses a complete thought by making a complete statement, asking questions, giving a command, or making an exclamation.

· An independent clause, therefore, could stand alone as a complete sentence, but it is combined with other independent or dependent clauses to form a full sentence, as in the following examples:

1.  John was happy at home, but he left to earn a living. (“but” – coordinating conjunction)
       Independent clause		     independent clause

2.  The children played until their parents arrived.  (“until” – subordinate conjunction)
           Independent clause		dependent clause

3.  Is the soldier happy because he’s going home? (“because” –subordinate conjunction)
                          Independent clause			dependent clause

4.  He preferred friends who were loyal.  (“who” relative pronoun -  refers to people
                           Independent clause		dependent clause

5.  The accused claimed that she was innocent.  (“that” – relative pronoun –refers to things).
                           Independent clause		dependent clause

The Phrase

A phrase is a group of two or more associated words having neither subject nor predicate.  A phrase does not make a complete statement, is never a clause, and is certainly not a sentence.  A phrase is only part of a clause or a sentence.  The following groups of words are phrases:

1.  For his fiftieth birthday
2. Practicing the flute
3. Under the table
4. After a long time

Name : ___________________________________________  Score ___________
Phrase and Clause Exercise:
Label each of the following passages as I (independent clause), D (dependent clause, or P (phrase).  Place periods where needed.

_____1.  Spring has begun

_____2.  Since their parents died

_____3.  Although Sam is an atheist

_____4.  Follow the main road for a mile

_____5.  Between two houses.

_____6.  Everyone told him to stay home

_____7.  For your country

_____8.  If Mary enrolled in the class

_____9.  You may wish to return the picture today

____10.  People who attend religious services

____11.  Begging her to love him

____12.  Flowers blossom

____13.  Have you seen the five napkins

____14.  He seldom speaks his mind

____15.  Because she grew up in Poland




