 (
A literary analysis presents an interpretation of a work of literature and supports that interpretation with appropriate responses, details, quotations, and commentaries
)
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TITLE			uses a creative twist to invite the reader into the essay
INTRODUCTION	names the author and the work; contains a thesis statement expressing an interpretation of some aspect of the work
BODY	supports the thesis statement with responses, detail from the work, quotations from respected sources and the text, and commentary (use MELELELEC paragraph format
CONCLUSION	summarizes, clarifies, or adds an insight to the thesis statement

As you draft your literary analysis, consult your notes and fill in details, using your outline as a guide. The guidelines below will help you draft your literary analysis.
GUIDELINES FOR DRAFTING A LITERARY ANALYSIS
· In the introduction, identify the title and the author of the work you are analyzing. Begin with a strong lead sentence that grabs the readers attention (Go to Bartleby.com and look up quotations related to the theme or topic of your analysis; pull a powerful quotation from the work you are analyzing).
· Do not retell the story. You can assume your readers have read the work you are analyzing.
· Keep yourself and your feelings out of the analysis. Use the third person point of view, and do not use I.
· Use present tense to discuss the work. (For example, write, “The character appears needy at first…” or “In the third stanza, the speaker describes…”)
· Work your thesis statement into the introduction as smoothly as possible.  You want to end with your thesis to lead the reader into your analysis. Revise it if necessary as you develop your draft.
· In the body of your literary analysis, present your supporting details in a clearly organized form.
· Put each main topic into its own MELELELEC paragraph. Use transitions to show how one detail relates to another.
· Throughout your literary analysis, use direct quotations from the work to strengthen the points you want to make. Be sure you document any citations Embed your quotes into your own thinking wherever possible.
· In the conclusion, draw together your details to reinforce the main idea of your literary analysis. Restate the thesis in a different form.
· Add a title that cleverly suggests the focus of your literary analysis.
USING QUOTATIONS
As you read your work, completed your log, included passages from the work, and gathered outside evidence to support the thesis of your literary analysis, you developed notes to help assemble your essay. In drafting your analysis, you should include this evidence in a way that will convince the reader of your thesis. You can strengthen your argument by using quotations whenever and wherever they directly support a point.
When you use quotations, you should not drop them randomly into the analysis. Work them smoothly into your writing and punctuate them correctly. The following guidelines will help you.
GUIDELINES FOR WRITING DIRECT QUOTATIONS
· Always enclose direct quotations in quotation marks.
· Follow the examples below when writing quotations in different positions in the sentence. Notice that quotations in the middle or end of a sentence are not ordinarily capitalized.
	BEGINS SENTENCE
	“He wore overalls and a torn shirt,” observes the narrator (462).

	INTERUPTS SENTENCE
	“In his “grave gray-blue eyes,” the narrator sees a rare and precious quality (463).

	ENDS SENTENCE
	The narrator feels that Jerry’s integrity makes him “more than brave” (464).



Use the MELELELEC paragraph outline that follows to develop your essay.



Literary Essay Plan Page on ______________________________________________________________
Working Title: _________________________________________________________________________
World (Lead) Sentence (Quotation for book or Bartleby.com that highlights topic): _____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Sentence (State what insights the quote gives about your topic): _____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Book Sentence (State how topic applies to your book): _____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Sentence (Clear, concise statement that presents the argument for your entire analysis): _____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________




BODY PARAGRAPHS


Main Idea 1 (Topic sentence that makes a claim): NOTE: You may NOT start a paragraph with a quote or a useless observation of fact from the work:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explain (How your topic sentence helps prove your thesis):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Closing (Conclude your thinking on this idea.) NOTE: You may NOT end a paragraph with a quote:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________




Main Idea 2 (Topic sentence that makes a claim): NOTE: You may NOT start a paragraph with a quote or a useless observation of fact from the work:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explain (How your topic sentence helps prove your thesis):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________



Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Closing (Conclude your thinking on this idea.) NOTE: You may NOT end a paragraph with a quote:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________





Main Idea 3 (Topic sentence that makes a claim): NOTE: You may NOT start a paragraph with a quote or a useless observation of fact from the work:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explain (How your topic sentence helps prove your thesis):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________



Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Closing (Conclude your thinking on this idea.) NOTE: You may NOT end a paragraph with a quote:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________



Main Idea 4 (Topic sentence that makes a claim): NOTE: You may NOT start a paragraph with a quote or a useless observation of fact from the work:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explain (How your topic sentence helps prove your thesis):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________



Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Closing (Conclude your thinking on this idea.) NOTE: You may NOT end a paragraph with a quote:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Main Idea 5 (Topic sentence that makes a claim): NOTE: You may NOT start a paragraph with a quote or a useless observation of fact from the work:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Explain (How your topic sentence helps prove your thesis):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________



Link (Textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Explain (Analysis of your textual evidence):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Closing (Conclude your thinking on this idea.) NOTE: You may NOT end a paragraph with a quote:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________




CONCLUSION


Restate thesis in a different form: ________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Book Sentence (Review the main points): _____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Sentence (A more general statement about your topic): _____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
World (Clincher): Your final sentence and last word (Do not add any significant new material, but do not be afraid to leave your reader with something to think about): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

image1.jpeg




