Soldier Poetry Assignment
The role of the individual soldier has been diminished by the “push-button” capabilities that technology has produced.  Previous wars/conflicts did, however, focus on the individual soldier, and certain phases of modern warfare also emphasize the capabilities of the individual.

Task:

·  Prepare a list of 7 to 10 character traits that you would deem essential for someone to be considered a good soldier.

· Read the following three poems:

· “An Irish Airman Foresees His Death” by William Butler Yeats

· “The Man He Killed” by Thomas Hardy (text page 517-518)

· “The Soldier” by Rupert Brooke.

·  Consider these questions about each of the speakers in the three poems:

· Why has the speaker gone to war?

· What is the speaker’s attitude toward his own country?

· What is the speaker’s attitude toward the enemy?

· Look at each poem with regard toward your 7 – 10 character traits and the answers to the questions above.

· Selecting from the speakers in these three poems, pick one you believe is the best soldier.

· Your assignment is to write a well-organized five-paragraph essay in which you defend your choice.

· Use quotes (or number lines from the poems) to illustrate your contention.

· Make sure that you include a parenthetical citation after each quote or poem line that you cite as an example.

· Follow this link to make sure that you are citing correctly:

· http://www.shepherd.edu/scwcweb/hndpoetry.htm
