Rubric for American Literature Research Paper                                          Score ___________/ 275 Points
Name:  ______________________________________________________
1.     Presentation / MLA Format -    25 Possible Points

         * Title
         * One-inch margins

         * Double- spaced throughout

         * 12-font, Times New Roman

2.    Cohesion and Unity – 70 Possible Points
          * Clear thesis statement

          * Topic sentences help prove thesis

          * Information relevant to thesis

          * Information captures readers’ attention

          * Gripping opening / hook

          * Compelling introduction

          * Smooth transitions

          * Effective concluding strategy

          * Clear and logical organization

          * Clear topic sentence in all paragraphs

          * Effective concluding sentences

          * Clear transitions within paragraphs

          * Clear transitions between paragraphs

          * Clear transitions between writing and cited material



             

3.   Support – 35 Possible Points
          * Convincing evidence for thesis and topic sentences

          *  Relevant information for thesis 

          * Current and reliable sources/literary criticism

          * Effective balancing of paraphrasing, summarizing, and quoting

          *   Context provides for all borrowed material, mentioning author by name in text

          * Authority of every reference established with first reference

          * Commented thoroughly on relevance of every citation        
                                            

4.   Documentation of Sources - 35 Possible Points

          * Documentation of all paraphrases, summaries, and quotations

          * Correct MLA parenthetical citation format

          * Correct use of quotation marks

          * Correct format of Works Cited Page

          * Use of alphabetical order on Works Cited Page

          * Correct indentation on Works Cited Page

          *   Double- spacing of all entries on Works Cited Page                       

5.   Revision and Editing – 40 Possible Points
        * Evidence of correction of 

              a. wordiness

e.  fragments

              b. awkward wording                       

f.   comma splices

              c. Repetition

g.  run-on sentences / fragments

              d. Use of you/your; I, we, our, us
                             h.  Vague language                  

· subject / verb agreement

· consistent verb tense and voice – correction of passive voice verbs   
· clear pronoun / antecedent agreement

· parallelism

· punctuation, capitalization, spelling

· Constructive use of class time

· Homework completed each night

6.  Research Paper Log – 40 Possible Points

           * Completed the log each day in school and each night and weekend at home

           * Log reflects actual work accomplished    
7.  Turned in on Time – 30 Possible Points

           * All deadlines were met for Questions, Note cards, Thesis Statement, Formal Outline, Rough Draft, and Final Paper                                             

    

