Research Paper Study Worksheet

Name _________________________________________________ Period_________

Directions:  Using the Model Research Paper link on my website, answer the following questions completely.

1. What do you see printed at the top right-hand corner of each page?  Write it below using your name.

2. How large is the left-hand margin?

3. Copy the format of the MLA heading, replacing your information instead of the model student information.  Capitalize it and punctuate it exactly.  Use your name, my name, our course name and the current date.

4. What do you notice about the title?  Which words are capitalized?  Where is it placed?

5. What transitional words appear on page 1?

6. What is the thesis statement of this paper?  Write it below.

7. What do you notice about the quotation that appears on page 1?  Where is the period placed?  Where are the quotation marks placed?  Copy the Citation below exactly as you see it. 

8. On page #2 of the model research report, what is the topic sentence in paragraph #2?  Write it here.

9. Why isn’t the author’s name included in the parenthetical citation in paragraph #2?

10. At the end of paragraph #2, the author quotes from a secondary source – a source found within one of his sources.  Below, write the citation for the secondary quoted source exactly as it appears within the parentheses.  Make sure that you include the parentheses as well.
11. What transitional word appears in paragraph #3 on page #2?  What punctuation follows this introductory transitional word?

12. Write the topic sentence for the third paragraph.  Does the topic sentence always need to be the first sentence of the paragraph>

13. What do you notice about the first word of each new paragraph throughout the entire paper?  
14. On page 3, look closely at the inclusion of an illustration.  In order to link it to the text, what is it important to do if you include an illustration, graph, or even a quotation?

15. On page 4, you will notice a long quotation.  Explain what is different about inserting a long quotation into the text versus a short quotation.  Address all of the following:  Punctuation used before the quotation, quotation marks, indentation, placement of ending punctuation.

16. As opposed to just plopping a quotation into the text of a research paper, what is it important to do before and after inserting a quotation into the text?  These should be two different tasks.

17. On page #5, write the topic sentence for the first paragraph below.
18. What do you notice about the transitional word “however”  in the sixth line of the first paragraph on page 5?  Explain from what you have learned, why it is punctuated the way that it is.

19. On page 6, what is the Subhead?  Write it below.  What is its function?

20. On page 6, the author uses parentheses, not only for parenthetical citations, but for what other purpose?

21. On page 7, in paragraph #2, the student writer includes a pronoun that would upset Mrs. Sullivan.  Why shouldn’t the writer use this pronoun?

22. On page 7, the writer begins the first paragraph with a rhetorical question.  What is the definition of a rhetorical question?  Describe it in your own words as best you can.

23. The author of the paper includes a verse from a poem on page 7.  What do you notice about how the verse is embedded into the paper.  Describe it fully below.

24. On page 8 of the paper, the writer indents a long quotation, but going against what we know about the exclusion of quotation marks in long quotations, why does the student writer include them here?
25.  On page 8, in the fourth paragraph (the third complete paragraph), the author includes a subordinate clause.  What is a subordinate clause?  Write the answer below, then write the complete sentence and underline the subordinate clause.  What type of punctuation is used to surround the subordinate (relative) clause?  Why is this punctuation used?  Explain fully.

26.  On page #9, what adverb does the author use in the first full  paragraph to add style to his writing?
27. In the second full paragraph on page #9, the writer opens with a transition/signal word.  What word is it, and what does it indicate to you about the paper?

28. How does the author restate his thesis in the conclusion?  Write your answer below.

29. Take a look at the Works Cited Page.  What do you notice about the title?  Is it bold-faced?  Italicized?  Underlined?  Where is it placed?  Does the title include the word “Page?”
30. The student writer makes an MLA error on this page.  It is something that Mrs. Sullivan harps about all of the time.  What is it?  The entire page should be _________- _____________!
31. Take a good look at the entries on the Works Cited Page.  Does the writer indent the first line or the second and all subsequent lines?

32. In what order are the entries arranged on the Works Cited Page?

33. If no author is given for an online article, what should you list first in the entry?

34. One of the entries on the Works Cited Page has two authors.  Write below the order in which they should be listed.  The student author writes them correctly, so just copy it exactly the way he wrote it.

35. If an article is from a book, journal, magazine, or other reference book or periodical, what word must you write at the end of the citation?

36. When using quotation marks correctly around the title of an article, where is the period placed – before or after the ending quotation marks?  (See final entry on the Works Cited Page).

37. How many spaces should you indent the first word of each new paragraph?

