Oedipus the King Study Guide

Characters:  Know the following characters:

· Oedipus - King of Thebes

· Jocasta - His Wife

· Creon - His Brother-in-Law

· Teiresias -  an Old Blind Prophet

· A Priest 

· First Messenger 

· Second Messenger 

· A Herdsman 

· A Chorus of Old Men of Thebes

· Polybus – Oedipus’ adopted father

· Merope – Oedipus’ adopted mother

· Antigone – daughter of Oedipus and Jocasta

· Ismene – daughter of Oedipus and Jocasta

· Laius – murdered natural father of Oedipus

· Apollo - god
Literary Terms:  See handout for full list – mrs-sullivan.com
· Verbal irony is the use of words to suggest the opposite of their usual meaning.

· Situational irony occurs when the outcome of an action or situation directly contradicts expectations.

· Dramatic irony occurs when readers or audience members are aware of truths that the characters themselves do not perceive. 

An outstanding example of dramatic irony occurs when the Corinthian Messenger tells Jocasta that Oedipus’ father, believed to be Polybus, is dead. The audience knows that Oedipus’ father is actually Laius, whom Oedipus killed on his way to Thebes. Sophocles reveals the painful truths to Oedipus only gradually. That gradual revelation builds suspense —a feeling of tension or uncertainty—as Oedipus relentlessly pursues the knowledge that will ultimately cause his downfall. As you read, notice the ways in which Oedipus’ pursuit of the truth adds to the mounting suspense.

Irony 

1. At line 1042, Jocasta refers to “the holy oracles of the Gods.” Given the context, what is verbally ironic about her words?

2. The Messenger attempts to cheer Oedipus when he reveals that Polybus and Merope were not the king’s true parents. How do the Messenger’s efforts result in a wrenching situational irony? 

3. Oedipus misinterprets the reasons for Jocasta’s departure at lines 1183–1184. (a) Examine elements of irony in his interpretation of her motives. (b) What does Oedipus’ response to Jocasta’s flight suggest about his character?
A tragedy is a work of literature—usually a play—that portrays the downfall of a noble or outstanding person.

The main character in a tragedy is the tragic hero who possesses a tragic flaw in his or her character that leads to his or her downfall.

To read drama, use the stage directions and other clues in the text to picture a live performance.
Look up the following terms and know them for the test.

· Parodos

· Ode

· Prologue

· Stage Directions

· Soliloquy

· Aside
Vocabulary:  Refer to Vocabulary Word List which also can be found @ mrs-sullivan.com under “Literature.”  Try the link to the worksheet below.  Hit Ctrl + click to access the links.
   fettered adj. shackled; chained 

  beneficent adj . kind; helpful 

  consonant adj. in harmony or agreement 

  gratify v. please 

  infamous adj. disgraceful 

  reverence v. show great respect 

Vocabulary Warm-Up Word Lists
The Plot:  

·  Review the answers to your Directed Reading Questions

· Review The Oedipus Background Information and Notes Power Point on  my website.

· Oedipus Notes and Background
· Watch the fourteen segments of Oedipus on You-Tube starring Christopher Plummer (on my website)
· Oedipus the King starring Christopher Plummer
· Review the plot by using this Interactive Study Guide (also on my website).

· Oedipus Interactive Review
Grammar and Style Lesson

Participial Phrases

A participle is a form of a verb that can act as an adjective. A participial phrase consists of a participle and its complements and modifiers.

Present Participle: King, you yourself have seen our city reeling like a wreck  . . . (modifies city )
Past Participle: Within the marketplace sit others crowned with suppliant garlands  . . . (modifies others )

Practice Identify each participial phrase, and explain the word it modifies.  Participles and Participial phrases are in red; the nouns they modify are in blue.
1. Standing before the people, Oedipus curses.

2. They speak of waves crashing on the shore.

3. Teiresias, seeing deeply, refuses to answer.

4. Disturbed by his anger, the chorus urges calm.

5. Jocasta recalls a prophecy delivered by Apollo’s servant.
