Directed Reading Questions – Oedipus the King
Name ______________________________________ Period ___________

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1.  What do you think is Oedipus’ most admirable character trait?  What is his worst character trait?

2.  As the play opens, what disaster has struck Thebes?  In the opening scene, what does Oedipus’ response to this disaster suggest about him as a ruler?

3.  What are Oedipus’ two main reasons for seeking out Laius’ murderer?  How does Oedipus’ curse on the murderer foreshadow, or hint at, a tragic outcome for the drama?
4.  What physical ailment afflicts Teiresias?  Which details in Teiresias’ speech in lines 480-486 refer to darkness, vision, and insight?
5.  Of what does Oedipus accuse Creon in the scene beginning at like 576?  How convincing is Creon’s argument about his own motives in line 654 – 691?  Explain.

6.  In lines 784 -807, what reasons does Jocasta give for not having faith in prophecy?  At this point in the play, what do both Jocasta and Oedipus seem to believe about their abilities to control their own destinies?  Explain.

7.  What role does the chorus play in clarifying both the events and characters’ emotions in the play?   In what way does the chorus heighten the dramatic tension?

8.  In lines 705 -708 – the scene between Oedipus and Creon – what insights does Sophocles provide about the rights of the ruler and the ruled?  In what ways are these ideas applicable to contemporary American life?  Explain.

9.  At the end of the play, do you sympathize with Oedipus or blame him?  Explain.

10.  What is the literal meaning of Oedipus’ name?  What clue to Oedipus’ identity does his name contain?

11.  What is Oedipus’ reaction to Jocasta’s abrupt exit at line 1177?  Why do you think Oedipus continues his investigation despite Jocasta’s strong objections?

12.  Whom or what does the chorus address in the strophe beginning at line 1192?  What hope does the chorus express here?

13.  What facts does Oedipus establish by questioning the Herdsman?  Why might this scene be considered the climax, or high point, of the tragedy?

14.  What events does the second messenger report?  Does this speech achieve the goal of dramatic tragedy?   That is, does it evoke both pity and fear in you?  Explain.

15.  What does Oedipus want Creon to do at the end of the play?  Why does Oedipus insist that he is better off blind and living than dead?  At the play’s end, do you think Oedipus is ennobled  by suffering?  Explain.
