Mini-Mystery Creative Writing Project

 Author Agatha Christie used a nursery rhyme  “Ten Little Indians” as inspiration for her mystery novel  And Then There Were None.

As we read her novel, you are to notice how she has integrated the nursery rhyme into the plot of her mystery. 

Next, after reading several nursery rhymes, choose one that you think you could base a mini-mystery on, and as you write, try to incorporate the rhyme into your mystery.

Use this link to access popular nursery rhymes: http://www.nurseryrhymes.com/a.html

This link appears on my website as well.

Come up with a plot

Create characters

Construct your mini-mystery.

 Follow these steps:

Elements of a Mystery 
Be sure to include the following elements of a mystery in your short story: 
Directions: Check all of the ingredients found in the mystery you read. 

CHARACTERS: 
Suspects: Characters believed to have possibly committed the crime 

Detective: Character trying to solve the mystery 

Witnesses: Characters who saw the crime being committed 

· Make sure that you fill out a character chart (found on my website) for each of your characters.

SETTING: 
This is the location where the mystery takes place. 

PLOT: 
When reading a mystery, the story usually includes one of the following: 
A problem that needs to be solved 

An event that cannot be explained 

A secret 

Something that is lost or missing 

A crime that has been committed 

Choose one of the above scenarios for your Mystery and incorporate  your chosen  Nursery Rhyme into the Plot.

CLUES: 
Clues are hints that can help the reader and the detective solve the mystery. They can be 

things people say or do, or objects that are found that provide important information. 

RED HERRINGS: 
These are distractions or false clues that may lead the reader or the detective off track. .Red 

herrings often make it more difficult to solve a mystery.  

RECIPE FOR A MYSTERY: 
Most mysteries are set up the same way .The structure of a mystery usually looks like this: 

Beginning: Characters are introduced and the reader learns about the problem 

Middle: Detectives work to solve the mystery by interviewing suspects and gathering clues 

End: The mystery is solved
Due Date:  November 2.
