Macbeth Notes Act V, Scenes v and vi:

Act V, Scenes v and vi or How Does Your Battle Grow?
Critical Question:  Is there any way out for Macbeth?

The More You Know:  Sieges:

“Our castle’s strength / Will laugh a siege to scorn,” says Macbeth.  This is no idle boast.  Although the actual forts of Macbeth’s time were not very impressive, the feudal castles that Shakespeare imagined were very hard to enter.  First, the attackers had to cross the moat – a broad protective ditch.  They usually did this by filling in part of it with stones and dirt.  But then how were they to get past the castle walls?  Soldiers sometimes scaled the walls with ladders, but this was dangerous.  Castle defenders on tops of the walls could throw rocks down at the attackers or shoot at them with crossbows.  Sometimes, attacking armies used huge towers on wheels to bring them level with the tops of the walls.  Attackers also tried to break down walls with massive, rock-throwing machines.

· Within the castle, Macbeth gives orders and prepares for a siege.

· After hearing women scream, a servant enters to announce that Lady Macbeth is dead.

· Macbeth pessimistically reflects on life and death.

· A messenger arrives to report the astonishing news that a forest is advancing toward the castle.

· A furious Macbeth begins to realize that there might be double meaning to the witches’ predictions.

· Macbeth sounds the alarm for his army to attack.

Act V, Scene vi:  Dunsinane.  Before the Castle

· Outside the castle, Malcolm commands that the tree branches now be cast aside.

· A trumpet is sounded for the battle to begin.
