Macbeth Notes – Act V, Scenes ii, iii, and iv  --  or Branching Out

Critical Question:  How is the battle going?

Scene ii:

· In the countryside near Dunsinane, Macbeth’s enemies gather to discuss their plans.  Macbeth is planning for battle, but his troops have little loyalty towards him.

· The opposition leaders resolve to unite behind Malcolm and join together at Birnam Woods.

· Persona Journal:  To whom are you loyal in this conflict?  Why are you sure that you have made the right choice?  Explain.
Scene iii: A Room in the Castle
· Because of the witches’ prophesies, Macbeth is confident that he can withstand any threat.  He has heard that many Scottish thanes have abandoned him and joined Malcolm.  A frightened servant enters with a report that 10,000 English soldiers are gathering to attack.

· Macbeth is anxious for the battle that will decide his fate and vows to fight to the end.  He learns from the doctor that Lady Macbeth is mentally ill.

· Persona Journal:  The threat of war is growing.  Are you and your family safe?  Explain your situation.

· Macbeth demands that the doctor cure Lady Macbeth, but the doctor replies that she must cure herself.  As Macbeth dons his armor, he shouts orders to his servants and sarcastically asks the doctor to find a cure for his kingdom.

Scene iv:  Country Near Birnam Wood
· Malcolm meets with his allies near Birnam forest.

· He commands every soldier to cut down a tree branch and carry it in order to camouflage the army’s advance on the castle.

· Malcolm’s troops begin their march to Dunsinane.
