Macbeth Notes – Act I Scene iv
· Macbeth expresses his loyalty to the King

· King Duncan replies that both Macbeth and Banquo will be rewarded for their service.

· The King then names his own son Malcolm as successor to the Scottish throne, conferring on him the title of Prince of Cumberland.

· The party sets out for Macbeth’s castle at Iverness where they will spend the night.

· Macbeth is stunned by the naming of Malcolm as the future king – a serious obstacle to his own ambitions.

· Macbeth’s thoughts turn dark as he broods over what must be done to achieve his goal.

Important Note:  If at First You Don’t Succeed….

· In this scene, Duncan names his eldest son, Malcolm, as his successor.  This makes sense to us, and probably did to Shakespeare.  After all, isn’t the King’s eldest son supposed to become his heir?  But Shakespeare himself may not have known that this was not the practice in medieval Scotland, where kings were elected by the nobility.  Historically, Macbeth had a better claim to the throne than Malcolm.  So he had a good reason to resent Duncan’s decision.

Dramatic Irony:  

· Irony is when appearances are somehow at odds with reality.  For example, at the end of this scene, Duncan praises Macbeth as a “peerless kinsman,” and is expecting splendid hospitality when he visits Macbeth’s castle.  But the king does not know that Macbeth is thinking of killing him.  This is an example of dramatic irony – in which the audience knows something that a character does not.
Persona Journal; Answer the following question in your Persona Journal and reshare it with me:

Are you happy, unhappy, or neutral about Malcolm becoming king?  Why?

Persona Action:  

Members of all clans gather to gossip about Malcolm, Cawdor, the battle, and anything else that is on their mind.  Include in your journal what you clan discussed.
