Macbeth Act IV Scene ii:  Macbeth’s Punishment
Critical Question:  Is this slaughter necessary?

Word Play:  Extended Metaphor:  A metaphor is a direct comparison between two unlike things that nevertheless have something in common.  An extended metaphor continues the comparison for some length and in various ways.  Read the upcoming scene and look for the extended metaphors based on flight and birds.

Notes:  

· At Macduff’s castle, Lady Macduff learns from Ross that her husband has gone to England.

· She is angry that he would abandon her and their children.

· Ross tries to calm her and assures her that Macduff is wise and knows what is best.

Persona Journal:  What is your reaction to the news that Macduff has gone to England?

· Ross leaves.

· Lady Macduff and her son begin to talk their situation.

· Bird Bait:  By “lime” Lady Macduff means birdlime, a sticky substance spread on branches to catch birds.  It is usually made from holly bark.

Persona Journal:  
What kind of a person is Ross? Where do his loyalties lie?

Persona Journal:  Macduff Clan

What do you think of the Macduffs and their children?  Tell about an encounter you have had with one of them.

· Macduff’s son asks if his father is a traitor.

· Lady Macduff  replies that anyone who swears an oath and breaks it is a traitor and deserves to die.

· He son questions this logic and asks whether or not his father is truly dead.

· A messenger warns Lady Macduff that she and her children are in danger and must flee immediately.

· Lady Macduff is questioning the need to run just as the murderers enter the house.
Persona Journal:  Macduff Clan

From what you can tell, who is the messenger; who are the murderers?

· Macduff’s son defends his father’s reputation and is killed.

· Lady Macduff flees, followed by the murderers.

Persona Journal:  Macduff Clan

What did you do as the murdrerers began their rampage?

Did anything happen to you or others that you know?

Persona Journal:  All Clans except Macduff:

What have you heard about the murders at the Macduff Castle?

