Macbeth – Act III, Scenes iii and iv
A Ghostly Visitor

Essential Question:  What is the impact of Banquo’s Death?

Scene iii:  A Park or Lawn, with a Gate leading to the Palace

· It is just past dusk outside a gate leading to the palace.  A third murderer has joined the first two.  They soon hear Banquo and Fleance approaching.

· Banquo is killed, but Fleance escapes.

Scene iv:  A Room of State in the Palace

· The banquet begins; Macbeth circulates, greeting his guests.

Persona Action:  Representatives from all of the Clans except Macduff enter the banquet hall laughing and chatting.  They quiet down when Macbeth begins to speak and act in pantomime for the rest of the scene.

· Persona Journal:  Clan Macduff:  How do you feel about the fact that Macduff has chosen not to attend Macbeth’s coronation and banquet?

· The first murderer slips into the hall and reports the death of Banquo. Macbeth is upset that Fleance still lives.

· Macbeth consoles himself with the fact that Fleance is not yet a threat.

· Lady Macbeth reminds him of his duties as host, and Macbeth pretends to fault Banquo for his absence.

· Banquo’s ghost appears and sits in Macbeth’s place at the table.

· Macbeth becomes agitated and shouts at the ghost.

· Lady Macbeth brushes off the outburst, telling guests that there is no need for alarm. She says that Macbeth often has such fits.  She then pulls Macbeth aside and demands that he get control of himself.

· Personal Journal:  Clan Macbeth servants:  What do you think about Macbeth’s behavior?  Have you ever seen him act this way before?

· Macbeth speaks to Banquo’s ghost, but the ghost vanishes.

· Macbeth tries to explain what he saw to Lady Macbeth, but she chides him again and tells him to take care of his guests.

· Macbeth makes excuses for his behavior.

· Banquo’s ghost reappears and Macbeth becomes enraged.

· Persona Action:  Everyone begins to react to Macbeth’s outbursts.
· Macbeth is tormented by the ghost and continues to shout, claiming that there is nothing else in the world that could frighten him so.

· He wonders why no one else can see the apparition.

· Lady Macbeth sends the guests away, and a shaken Macbeth continues to speak about the ghost.

· Persona Action:  Those in the banquet hall rise to leave.  In place, all clans discuss what they have seen and heard.

· Persona Journal:  Have you or anyone you know had spells or fits like Macbeth?

· Macbeth wonders why Macduff has not attended the banquet and reveals that he has a spy in every household.  He resolves to visit the witches for clarification of their prophesies.

Special Note:
· Macbeth obviously sees Banquo’s ghost, but does Lady Macbeth, too?  The 18th –century actress Sarah Siddons, who played Lady Macbeth many times observed, “I have imagined that the appearance of Banquo’s ghost became no less visible to her eyes than it became to those of her husband.”  She played the scene that way – and critics have been debating her decision ever since.

