Macbeth Act III Notes – Scenes i and ii – Banquo Must Go
Scene i:  Forres, The Palace

· Banquo fears that Macbeth may have played a part in making himself King. 

· He wonders if the witches’ predictions for him also will come true.

Persona Journal:  What did you see or hear about Macbeth’s Coronation Ceremony?

· Macbeth greets Banquo and insists that he attend a banquet that evening.

· Banquo replies that he is going riding, but will be back in time for the festivities.

· Macbeth tells him that Malcolm and Donalbain have not confessed to their father’s murder but instead are spreading wild tales.

Persona Journal:  Do you sympathize with Malcolm and Donalbain?  Why or why not?

· Macbeth determines that Banquo’s son Fleance, will ride with him.

· He then orders a servant to bring in two men who have been outside.

· As he waits, Macbeth expresses concern that the combination of Banquo’s integrity and possible suspicions make him dangerous.

Persona Journal:  What are you doing to prepare for the feast?

· Macbeth continues to worry about the prediction that Banquo’s sons will become Kings.

· If that happens, Macbeth realizes that his bloody deeds will ultimately have been for Banquo’s benefit rather than his own.

· The servant enters with two men who are, in fact, hired murderers.
· Macbeth refers to a conversation he had earlier with the men and asks if they now realize that it is Banquo, not Macbeth, who is to blame for all of their troubles.

· Macbeth challenges the murderers, asking if they are too cowardly to defend themselves against Banquo’s cruel actions.

· Macbeth claims he has a plan that will help right those wrongs.

· Macbeth says that Banquo is his enemy as well, but due to his public office and alliances, he cannot personally take any action.

· The men agree to murder Banquo and are told to wait for further instructions.

· Macbeth emphasizes that it is just as important to kill Banquo’s son, Fleance.

Persona Journal:  Consider what you know and don’t know about events involving the nobility of Scotland.  If you could, would you change clans and leaders now?  Why or why not?

Act III Scene ii:  The Palace

· Lady Macbeth wonders if everything she and her husband have done has been worth it because they are not happy.

· Macbeth worries that they are not yet safe and that they need peaceful sleep free from nightmares.

· He says it would be better to be dead with no cares or worries than to live with such torment.

Persona Journal:  How have the Macbeth’s been acting lately?  Tell what you have seen or heard.
· Marital Problems?  Until this moment, the Macbeths have seemed devoted to each other.  But has something gone wrong between them?  “How now, my lord,”  asks Lady Macbeth, “why do you keep alone, / Of sorriest fancies your companions making…?” Lady Macbeth is worried that her husband isn’t confiding in her as usual.  She is also feeling somewhat neglected.  All may not be well in the Macbeth’s marriage.  They will only have one other scene together in the rest of the play.

· Macbeth agrees to be cheerful at the banquet that evening and then hints at a plan that will solve their problems.

· Macbeth thinks it is better that Lady Macbeth not know of his plans until after the deed is done.

· He hopes that he will find peace once Banquo and Fleance are out of the way.

· Macbeth Takes Charge:  A very important change takes place in this scene.  Until now, Lady Macbeth has had to goad her husband to act.  But here, Macbeth not only devises the plan to kill Banquo, he takes care NOT to tell his wife about it.  From this point on, Macbeth will act completely on his own, and Lady Macbeth’s role in the tragedy will grow smaller and smaller.

Persona Journal:  What have you done in the past when you had to cheer up a depressed relative or friend?
