Macbeth Act I Scenes vi and vii Notes – Decisions, Decisions
Critical Question:  How many times does Macbeth change his mind about murdering the King?  What causes each change?

· In Character:  Lady Macbeth 

· Lady Macbeth is going to have to work very hard to get Macbeth to do what she wants.  What are some of the methods she might try?

Scene vi:  Before Macbeth’s Castle

· King Duncan and Banquo arrive at Macbeth’s castle.  They comment on the brisk, fresh air

· The King and Lady Macbeth greet each other with great courtesy.

· The King escorts his hostess (Lady Macbeth) back to the castle in search of Macbeth.

Scene vii:  A Room in Macbeth’s Castle

· During the banquet for King Duncan, Macbeth leaves the hall and struggles with the decision to murder the King.

· He lists the arguments against the monstrous act.  ( Soliloquy)

· Macbeth admits that his own ambition is the only real reason to kill the king.

· Lady Macbeth enters and scolds him for leaving the dining hall.

· Macbeth tells her that he has decided against the king’s murder.

· Lady Macbeth scornfully berates her husband for his cowardice.
· Lady Macbeth continues to criticize her husband’s apparent weakness as well as the fact that he has broken his word to her.  

· She claims she would kill her own child before she would go back on a promise made to him.

· She then outlines her plan for killing Duncan.

· Macbeth marvels at his wife’s strength.

· He and Lady Macbeth resolve to kill the king and blame it on the king’s servants.

· They will then publicly mourn the king’s death.

Interesting facts:

· Banquet Beverages:  In honor of King Duncan’s visit, there will be some drinking at Macbeth’s castle.

· Today’s famous Scotch whiskey had not yet been invented, and since grapes were in scant supply, 11th century Scots were not wine drinkers, either.

· Instead, they drank ale made from wheat, barley, and cider made from apples.

· A favorite drink was probably mead – an extremely sweet, spiced beverage made from fermented honey.

· Soliloquies and Monologues – were both long speeches delivered by a single actor.

· What is the difference between them?
· A monologue can be delivered to other characters.

· A soliloquy expresses a character’s private thoughts, even if other characters are on stage.
· Macbeth speaks many soliloquies, including the one at the beginning of Scene vii.

· Although Shakespeare did not invent the soliloquy, he used it more brilliantly than any other writer before or since to reveal the innermost conflicts of his characters.

· Allusion:  “Like the poor cat I’ th’ adage…”  The proverbial “poor cat” that Lady Macbeth alludes to is one that wanted to eat fish, but didn’t want to get his feet wet. (line 44).

· Lady Macbeth’s Children?  Lady Macbeth claims to know “How tender ‘tis to love the babe that milks me…”  

· However, later in the play, we will learn that Macbeth had no children.

· Some critics think Lady Macbeth might be referring to a child from an earlier marriage; according to a historical source, Macbeth was her second husband.

· Shakespeare often created inconsistencies.  For him it probably seemed all right to have Lady Macbeth mention a child, then later describe the Macbeths as childless.

Persona Actions:

· As scene vii opens, representatives from all clans gather for pre-banquet chatter and then seat themselves at their tables where they continue talking and eating in pantomime during Macbeth’s speech.

Persona Journal:

· If you are a member of the Macbeth Clan, have you heard Macbeth and Lady Macbeth argue?  Who usually wins?  Why?

