Life of Pi by Yann Martel   

PowerPoint Presentation Assignment

Name _______________________

1. You may work alone or in a group.

2. You may choose your group.

4. As a group, you will focus on one aspect of the novel that you would like to present to the class.

5. I must meet with each group.
6. You will have class time to work on this Tuesday and Wednesday of next week.
Presentations:

1. Each group will present me with an outline of your presentation.

2. You will clearly have an introduction, body and conclusion.

3. You must have a PowerPoint
4. Presentations must reflect expertise of your topic.

5. Every member must participate.

6. You must articulate and speak loudly and confidently.
Suggested topics:  These are suggestions. No two groups can cover the same topic. You also can choose another topic with my approval.
1.  Exposition / Background

Examine part 1 of the novel—Pi’s life in Pondicherry, India. Find it on a map and show us where it is located. Map out his original journey to Canada and the 227-day journey to Mexico. How is he prepared and/or not prepared for the horrific journey that awaits him. Give lots of details of his family life and his knowledge of zoo animals. Do not forget to include and explain the lesson Pi’s father teaches his sons in survival by arranging for them to watch a tiger devour a goat.
(2 people)

2.  What’s in a Name?
· Discuss the significance of Pi’s name, including the origin of his full name and his nicknames, mathematical implications and the historical reasons for its French references. Look for symbolism.
· Investigate the source of the name Richard Parker. What is the symbolic reason that Martel names the tiger Richard Parker? If you can locate it, the history channel has a show on famous episodes of cannibalism at sea. One of the stories covered is the story of the real Richard Parker. See Edgar Allan Poe also.
(2 persons)

3.  Faith and Religion
 (Refer to chapters 15-20). Pi is devout and tolerant of all religions. He sees the irony in the fact that if one looks deeply into different faiths, one sees how similar they really are. Man has always searched for the source of his existence in either religion or science. Religious people have faith that there is a supreme being (or beings) and have faith in God and miracles. 

· Each person in the group will explain clearly and briefly Hinduism, Christianity and Islam. 

· Why is Pi fascinated by and drawn to each of these faiths? 

· Why is it unusual to want to belong to three very different faiths? 

· What makes Pi unique?
(3 people)

4.  Faith and Religion

 Carefully read the previous question. Mr. Okamoto and Mr. Chiba do not believe Pi’s original version of his adventure. They need tangible evidence. In religious terms, they would be called agnostics—they are willing to believe that there is a God, but they need proof. 

· Parallel the conversations on pages 292-301 (about the bananas, bonsai trees, dangerous animals, love, hidden animals in Calcutta, and the meerkat bones) with the theme of faith.

· Explain the irony.

· Is Pi’s first story possible? Explain your answer.
· Why does Pi invent the first story if it is not true?

· Which version do you prefer to believe? Explain.

(3 people in this group)

5.  Biography

· Research the biography of Yann Martel. Include what motivated/inspired him to write the novel. Include a photo.

· By using the italicized sections of the novel, comprise a biography of Pi at the time of the interview. What happened to him immediately after his arrival in Mexico? What did he study in college and why? What is his current family and social situation? What did he look like when he was 16 and what does he look like now? Are there any ways in which he still feels that Canada is alien? Why does the narrator say, “This story has a happy ending”?
(2 people)

6.  Fear and survival

 On a superficial level, Life of Pi is a simple tale of endurance and survival. 

· What tactics does Pi undertake to reduce the risks of malnutrition, dehydration, and exposure while at sea? (Give at least 7 specific examples)
· What are his primary sources of knowledge during the voyage?

· Locate or create a scaled version of the lifeboat, which will serve as a visual representation for us to clearly see what Pi’s “home” looked like.

(3 persons)

7.  Use of fable and/or symbolism

Martel uses a fable to present characteristics of the human condition. Pi’s journey on the lifeboat with the animals, and especially the tiger, can be seen as a beast fable. All of the animals represent different characteristics of the human condition. 
· Define fable and give examples
· Define symbolism and give examples

· Research each of the animals on board with Pi (zebra, Bengal tiger, hyena, and orangutan). What do they look like and what characteristics do they possess? Also include the meerkats Pi encounters on the algae island.

· Why did the author choose these animals? What part of the human condition do they represent? 
· Which character in the 2nd version of the story does each animal symbolize? Draw those comparisons.
(5 persons, 1 per animal)

8.  Symbolism (esoteric)
Chapters 90-91 contain the pivotal conversation between the mysterious blind man and Pi. Choose a portion of the dialogue to be read aloud. What is the effect of hearing this discussion aloud? What is the reality of each speaker? What is the deeper, symbolic, more profound, meaning of this section? 
(2 people)  
9.  Symbolism (esoteric)


Chapter 92 immediately follows the above question. These are challenging and esoteric chapters. They are also the most important to analyze in order to understand the deeper meaning of the novel. You will explore the deeper symbolism surrounding the carnivorous island.
· Analyze the use of the color green.
· Analyze religious allusions, such as green is the color of Islam and references to the Garden of Eden and the Tree of Life.

· Ponder the idea of Pi/Richard Parker as the carnivorous island. If so, what is it that brings him back to life?

· Explain the meaning of the molar and the realization that he must leave the island.

· Why does he say that his story ends here?

(2 people)
10.  Debate / Persuasion
Pi believes that “Well-meaning but misinformed people think animals in the wild are ‘happy’ because they are ‘free.’” Chapter 4 begins Pi’s philosophy concerning this topic.

· One person take Pi’s side and persuade the class (using thorough and specific examples) that his philosophy is true.
· One person research and present the opposing view.
(2 people)

11.  Animal Training

Pi’s experience living in a zoo has given him unique survival skills. Pi goes into depth explaining how to train animals in part 1. This knowledge comes in handy (to say the least! () in training Richard Parker. 
· Thoroughly explain the territorial and alpha theories involved in training animals.

· Explain how Pi trains and retrains Richard Parker (refer to algae island)
· Without this prior knowledge he probably would have died. Do you agree? Explain.
(2 persons)

