The Kite Runner Novel Unit


Week Five (Chapters 20 - 25) - Classroom Materials

Quick Quiz Questions

1. Who is the beggar Amir meets on the streets of Kabul? What does he tell Amir about his mother?

2. 
How does Amir eventually gain access to the orphanage?

3. 
Describe three things about the orphanage.

4. 
Why does Fahid attack Zaman?

5. 
Where is Sohrab?

6. 
Why does Amir remember the turtle story while at Baba’s house?

7. 
Describe Baba’s house in 2001.

8. 
What is still inscribed on the pomegrate tree? Why does Amir look for it?

9. 
What happened during half time at the soccer match? Why?

10. 
Who is Amir meeting at 3.00pm?

11. 
What is the last solid food Amir will eat for a while?

12. 
What did Assef do in Mazar?

13. 
What was Assef’s epiphany?

14. 
What makes Amir laugh during the fight?

15. 
How do Amir and Sohrab escape?

16. Name three injuries Amir suffered from the fight with Assef.

17. 
What is important about Amir’s scar?

18. 
What does Rahim Khan tell Amir to do?

19. 
What is important about the card game Amir and Sohrab play while in hospital?

20. 
Why did Rahim Khan lie about the Caldwells?

21. 
How much money does Amir give fahid for his help?

22. 
Why did Sohrab go to the mosque?

23. 
What does Amir ask Sohrab while they are at the mosque?

24. 
What two things does Sohrab know about san Francisco?

25. 
How does Soraya react to Amir’s news?

26. 
What does Faisal tell Amir are his options for adoption?

27. 
After Soraya’s call, how will Sohrab get into the USA?

28. 
Why does Amir scream at the end of chapter 24?

29. Why does Amir begin to pray?

30. 
What did Sirhab do in the bathtub and why?

31. 
What does Sorhab refuses to do in the USA?

32. 
What happened on Spetember 11th 2001?

33. 
Why does the general return to Afghanistan?

34. 
When does Sorhab smile?

Plot Events

· Amir returns to Kabul and gives money to a beggar who used to know his mother. 

· 
Amir goes to the orphanage and has to persuade the owner, Zaman, to let him in. 

· 
Farid tries to kill Zamin because he explains he is seling children to the Taliban.

· 
Zaman explains Sohrab was taken by a Talib a month before. 

· 
Amir returns to baba’s house and visits the pomegranate tree alone.

· 
Amir and Fahid go to a soccor match and watch a Talib stone a couple to death for acts of adultery.

· 
Fahid sets up a meeting between Amir and the Talib in the sunglasses. 

· Amir goes to meet the Talib and discovers it is Assef.

· 
Amir and Assef fight. Sohrab blinds Assef in the left eye with his slingshot so Amir and Sohrab are able to escape. 

· Amir is in a hospital in Pakistan after his fight with Assef.

· 
Farid gives Amir a letter from Rahim Khan telling him he has agone away and not to look for him. 

· 
Farid discovers the Caldwells never existed.

· 
Amir and Sohrab play “panjpar” in hospital.

· 
Amir is discharged from hospital and he travels with  Farid and Sohrab to Islamabad

· After arriving in Islamabad, Amir gives Farid $2000 and Farid leaves. 

· 
Sorhab leaves the hotel without telling Amir, and Amir finds him at the mosque. Sohrab tells Amir he is full of sin because of the things that happened to him in Kabul. 

· 
Amir and Sohrab go to a park in Islamabad and Amir explains to him that he is his uncle. 

· 
Sohrab agrees to move to America with Amir. Amir calls Saraya and finally tells her everything. 

· 
Amir and Sohrab go to the American Embassy and Mr. Andrews informs them that adoption would be almost impossible.

· 
Mr. Andrews passes on the name of an immigration lawyer, Mr. Faisal and he explains the difficult process of adoption. Amir has to tell Sohrab he will have to go back to an orphanage. 

· 
Sorarya calls and explains people in the USA had been able to get Sorhab a humanitarian visa and he will not have to go back to an orphanage. 

· Amir waits for news about Sohrab in a hospital in Islamabad and he prays for the first time soince Baba was diagnosed with cancer.

· 
The doctor tells Amir that Sohrab has survived his suicide attempt.

· 
Amir is able to visit Sohrab, and the boy explains he is ired of everything and he want’s his old life and family back. 

· 
Amir takes Sorhab back to San Francisco and Sorhab becomes mute for a year. 

· 
After 9/11. The General returns to Afghanistan. 

· 
In 2002, Amir takes Sohrab to fly a kite and Sorhab smiles for the first time. 

Important Passages


“Hardly any of them sat with an adult male – the war had made fathers a rare commodity in Afghanistan.” (p. 245)


“But you won’t find kites or kite shops on Jadeh Maywand or anywhere else in Kabul. Those days are over.” (p. 246)


“What I have in ample supply her is children who’ve lost their childhood. But the tragedy is that these are the lucky ones. We are filled beyond capacity and every day I turn away mothers who bring their children.” (p. 254)


“I thought of the street fights we’d get into when we were kids, all the times Hassan used to take them on for me, two against one…I’d wince and watch, tempted to step in, but always stopping short, always held back by something.” (p. 255)


“I stood outside the gates of my father’s house, feeling like a stranger.” (p. 261)


““Just forget it all. Makes it easier.”


“To what?”


“To go on,” Farid said. 


“I don’t want to forget anymore,” I said.” (p. 263)


“Do you want me to stay?” Farid said gravely.


“No,” I said. I had never in my life wanted to be away from a place as badly as I did now. “But we have to stay.” (p. 269)


“But I wished I didn’t have to go in alone. Despite what I had learned about Baba, I wished he was standing alongside me noe. Baba would have busted through the front doors and demanded to be taken to the man in charge, piss on the beard of anyone in his way.” (p. 273)


“This isn’t you, Amir, part of me said, You are gutless. It’s how you were made. And that’s not such a bad thing because your saving grace is that you’ve never lied to yourself about it.” (p. 275)


“I remember how envious I had been of Hassan’s bravery. Assef had baked down, promised that in the end he’d get us both. He’d kept that promise with Hassan. Now it was my turn.” (p. 286)


“Let him stay,” Assef said. He grinned. “Let him watch. Lessons are good for boys.” (p. 287)


“What was so funny was that, for the first time since the winter of 1975, I felt at peace. I laughed because I saw that, in some hidden nook in the corner of my mind, I’d even been looking forward to this.” (p. 289)


“My body was briken – just how badly I wouldn’t find out until later – but I felt healed. Healed at last. I laughed.” (p. 289)


“The impact had cut your upper lip in two, he had said, clean down the middle. Clean down the middle. Like a harelip.” (p. 297)


“You were right all those years to suspect that I knew. I did know. Hassan told me shortly after it happened. What you did was wrong, Amir jan, but do not forget that you were a boy when it happened. A troubled little boy.” (p. 301)


“Your father was a man torn between two halves, Amir jan; you and Hassan. He loved you both, but he could not love Hassan the way he longed to, openly, as a father.” (p. 301)


“Your father, like you, was a tortured soul, Rahim Khan has written, Maybe so. We had both sinned  and betrayed. But Baba had found a way to create good out of his remorse. What had I done…What had I ever done to right things?” (p. 303)

“He tried to hurt me once when I was your age, but your father saved me. You father was very brave and he was always rescuing me from trouble, standing up for me. So one day the bad man hurt your father instead. He hurt him in a very bad way, and I…I couldn’t save your father the way he had saved me.” (p. 319)


“Do you think Father is disappointed in me?”


“I know he’s not,” I said. “You saved my life in Kabul. I know he is very proud of you for that.”


…”I miss Father, and mother too….sometimes I’m glad they’re not…they’re not here anymore…I don’t want them to see me….I’m so dirty…I’m so full of sin.” (p. 319)


“Everything, I had pictured this moment so may times, dreaded it, but as I spoke, I felt something lifting off my chest. I imagined Soraya had experienced something very similar the night of out khastegari, when she’d told me about her past.” (p. 325)


“I wondered if that was how forgiveness budded, not with the fanfare of epiphany, but with pain gathering its things, packing up, and slipping away unannounced in the middle of the night.” (p. 359)


“It was the silence f one who had taken cover in a dark place, curled up all the edges and tucked them under.” (p. 361)

Vocabulary Set

	Morose
	“Because when Kabul finally did unroll before us, I was certain that he had taken a wrong turn somewhere…(Farid) patted me on the shoulder. “Welcome back,” he said morosely.” (p. 244)

	Benevolence
	“He hurriedly slipped the money in his waist, his lone eye darting side to side. “A world of thank for your benevolence, Agha sahib.” (p. 248)

	Monarchy
	“There was no assigned seating, of course…There never had been, even in the old days of the monarchy.” (p. 268)

	Humble


	“We listen to what God says and we obey because we are nothing but humble, powerless creatures.” (p. 270)

	Remorse
	“you don’t know the meaning of the word “liberating” until you’ve done that, stood in a roomful of targets, let the bullets fly, free of guilt and remorse.” (p. 277)

	Clarity
	“At the end, of course. That, I will see with perfect clarity. I always will. Mostly I remember this.” (p. 288)


