Kite Runner – Week 3 Resources


Name ______________________________
Quick Quiz Questions

1. Which country invaded Afghanistan in the 1980s?

2. 
How do Amir and Baba travel to Pakistan?

3. 
What happens to Kamal and his father?

4. 
What does Amir like about America?

5. 
Where does Amir meet Soraya?

6. 
What is the scandal surrounding Soraya Taheri?

7. 
What disease was Baba diagnosed with?

8. 
What secret does Soraya share with Amir?

9. 
How much does Baba spend on the wedding?

10. 
What are Amir and Soraya’s majors in college?

11. 
Why does General Taheri refuse to allow Amir and Soyara to adopt?

12. 
Why does Rahim Khan call Amir?

13. 
Where is Amir going at the end of chapter 14?

Plot Events

· The Russians invade Afghanistan and Amir and Baba escape to Pakistan in a fuel truck.

· 
Baba and Amir move to America and adjust to life in California; Amir attends high school and Baba works in a gas station.

· 
Amir graduates and begins studying creative writing at junior college, to Baba’s annoyance.

· 
Amir and Baba meet General Taheri and his daughter Soraya at the flea market in San Jose. 

· 
Amir finally talks Soraya at the flea market; Soraya’s mother, Jamila, interrupts their conversation about books and writing. 

· 
Baba learns that he has inoperable lung cancer; he continues to smoke.

· 
Baba collapses at the flea market and the doctors explains the cancer has spread to his brain.

· 
Baba asks General Teheri if Amir can marry Soraya; he accepts. 

· 
Amir and Soraya are married

· 
After being cared for by Soraya, Baba dies peacefully.

· 
Amir and Soraya buy their first house, begin college and Amir publishes his first novel.

· 
Amir and Soraya discover they cannot have children and decide not to adopt.

· 
Amir leaves America for Pakistan after a phone call from Rahim Khan.

Important Passages

““Tell him he is wrong, War doesn’t negate decency. It demands it, even more than in times of peace.” Do you always have to be the hero? I thought, my heart fluttering. Can’t you just let it go for once?”p. 115


“For me, America was a place to bury my memories. For Baba it was a place to mourn his.” (p. 129)


“I wanted to say more, tell him how touched I was by his act of kindness, how much I appreciated all that he had done for me, all that he was still doing. But I knew I’d embarrass him.” (p. 133)


“But I would stand my ground, I decided. I didn’t want to sacrifice for Baba anymore. The last time I had done that I’d damned myself.” (p. 135)


“I thought of all the empty spaces Baba would leave behind when he was gone, and I made myself think of something else. He wasn’t gone. Not yet. And this was a day for good thoughts.” (p. 162)


“I envied her. Her secret was out. Spoken. Dealt with. I opened my mouth and almost told her how I had betrayed Hassan, lied, driven him out, and destroyed a forty-year relationship between Baba and Ali. But I didn’t” (p. 165) 

Vocabulary Set

	Subtle
	112
	“The signs of our elopement were subtle: My parent’s wedding picture was gone, as was the grainy photograph of my grandfather.”

	Refugee
	120
	“Once my eyes adjusted to the dark, I counted about thirty refugees in the basement.”

	Wither
	120
	“He had withered – there was simply no other word for it. His eyes gave me a hallow look and no recognition registered in them.”

	Mourn
	129
	“For me, America was a place to bury my memories. For Baba it was a place to mourn his.” (p. 129)



	Fatigue
	130
	“I walked in and Baba would look over his shoulder, wave, and smile. His eyes watering from fatigue.”

	Chagrin
	181
	Soraya joined me at San Jose State the following year and enrolled, to her father’s chagrin, in the teaching track.

“I don’t know why your wasting your talents like this,” the general said one night over dinner. 


