Junior American Literature Research Paper -2016
Overview:   Critical Analysis: The main focus of your paper will be to argue whether literature shaped or reflected a specific time period
In academic writing, an argument is when the writer makes a claim, or thesis, about a topic and supports this idea through the use of valid evidence. As a part of this paper, the writer includes counterargument while trying to persuade the reader to agree with his or her thesis. 
You will need to research and analyze at least two literary pieces from a selected literary time period in American history and support a thesis statement that claims that literature either shapes or reflects American society or both.
Focus:   What effect does the literature of a specific literary period in American history have on society? Does it serve to shape society or reflect society?
You will research American authors living during specific literary time periods and their works from time periods such as the following:
The Native American Period 
-- arrive 40,000 – 20,000 B.C.

Puritanism  --  1600 -1800

Rationalism “The Age of Reason”  “The Enlightenment” – 1750 - 1800

Romanticism – 1800 - 1860

Transcendentalism  “The American Renaissance” – 1840 - 1860

Realism  -  1850-1900

Modernism – 1900- 1950

Harlem Renaissance – “The Jazz Age”  “Roaring Twenties” – 1920 - 1940

Contemporary – “Postmodernism – 1950 - present

Thesis Statement:

Develop and support a thesis sentence that makes a connection between the life, the works, and the literary period in which your approved writer lived.  For example:

Edmund Spenser was the ideal Renaissance man because of his interest in politics and the arts.

OR

Familiar with all medieval social classes, Geoffrey Chaucer reveals his cynicism and a hidden faith in The Canterbury Tales.

Research:

· Author of novel

· Family life and education

· Political climate of setting

· Social climate of setting

· Economical climate of time period

· Critical Reviews of the literature and author
Essential Questions to Consider:
· What makes American Literature American?

· How does literature shape or reflect society politically, socially, and economically?

· What is the relationship between literature and place?

· How did the literary periods reflect the values of the history of America?
Research Questions:  To be posted in Research Question Section of Noodle Tools:

Example Research Questions to Generate Research:

· How did the author’s early life experiences and education contribute to the central message of his/her memoir?

· What factors motivated the author to write his/her piece of literature?

·  What personal conflicts or obstacles helped to mold the main character?

· What is the context of the work –when and why was it written?

· What social, historical, economical, and cultural issues are addressed?

· How does the literature reflect the issues of the time?

· How are the author’s personality, beliefs, and background reflected in the work?

· How was the book received in its own time?  Now?  What do critics, then and now, say about the work?
Requirements
Sources:  You must use at least one primary and at least four secondary sources in developing your paper.  You must submit at least 30 note cards.
Page length:  5 – 7 typed pages double-spaced, exclusive of the Works Cited page

Margins:  One-inch margins

Font:  12-point font New Times Roman, blue or black ink
Format:  MLA (refer to Research Guide Packet)
Steps

1.  Discovery phase:  choosing a topic – 25 points    Due date:  March 21, 2016
Brainstorming: In order to start thinking about your assignment, you need to FIRST complete the following brainstorming tasks:

1.)  Review the literary time periods in your textbook and on mrs-sullivan.com
2.) Choose a literary time period, author / authors, and literature that appeals to you.
3.) Fill out the graphic organizer by listing pieces of literature that you will be using as evidence of how literature reflects or shapes society, or both.
4.) Fill out the handout provided that lists your topic, author, literary time period, and literary works you plan to use in constructing your Research Paper. (You will receive up to 25 points for this part of the project).

Selecting a topic: Once you have gone through this brainstorming process, now you are ready to select a topic. You will be spending quite a lot of time with this project, so make sure your topic is INTERESTING and MEANINGFUL to you. 
2.  Create at least ten Research Questions: Suggestions are provided in this handout. These questions will be posted on your Noodle Tools Dashboard.









Due date: March 23, 2016    
3.  Research/note cards




Due date
April
3, 2016

Primary Source: If you are seeking to learn about the past, primary sources of information are those that provide first-hand accounts of the events, practices, or conditions you are researching. In general, these are documents that were created by the witnesses or first recorders of these events at about the time they occurred, and include diaries, letters, reports, photographs, creative works, financial records, memos, and newspaper articles (to name just a few types).   
You must select one source that will serve as your primary source.  This should be a longer magazine article, journal article, or short book on the topic.  You must cite this source in your paper. Memoirs, letters, and historical documents  are primary source documents.
Secondary Sources: In contrast, a secondary source of information is one that was created later by someone who did not experience first-hand or participate in the events or conditions you’re researching.  For secondary sources, often the best sources are those that have been published most recently. If you use a secondary source that was published decades ago, it is important to know what subsequent scholars have written on the topic and what criticism they have made about the earlier work or its approach to the topic. 

You must find AT LEAST 4 secondary sources on your topic. Again, these can be in the form of newspaper articles, journal articles, magazine articles, books, documentaries etc.

*  The following due dates are subject to change. Sufficient notice will be given if necessary.
All sources must be cited in MLA format and you must create a working bibliography.
NOTECARDS:   Complete on Noodle Tools.
· For the sources you decide to use in your paper you need to take notes on note-cards.  

· Notes should be a variety of paraphrasing and direct quotes. 

· Page numbers (if there are page numbers) should be present for each note.

· You need a minimum of 30 note cards!

3.  Pre-writing





Due date:  April 10, 2016
 
CREATING A FORMAL OUTLINE:

· The more detailed your outline is, the easier your paper will be to write.

· Your outline should at the very least include the following:

· A breakdown of paragraphs in the essay
· Place parenthetical citations into your Formal Outline.
· Your thesis statement

· The argument for each body paragraph (remember, because this is a longer essay, you will probably have more than 3 arguments to support your thesis).

· For each argument: the evidence from the research to support your argument

· For each argument: an explanation of how the research supports your argument.
· For each argument: possible counter-arguments that might come up against your argument and how you would defend your argument.
· Each line of the Formal Outline MUST be in sentence form.  Key words and fragments are NOT a part of a Formal Outline and will not be accepted.

4.  First draft





Due date:  April 17, 2016
 
Some of the considerations you need to take into account are the audience to which you are directing your argument (it does not have to be the teacher), the evidence you will use to support your argument, the appeals you can make, the structure of your essay, and your tone.  Paper length is 5 - 7 pages. 

Use the Google Document pages on Noodle Tools to construct all drafts of your paper.  Your final draft will be graded from both the Google Document and Noodle Tools.
5.  Works Cited page




Due date  
April 19, 2016
 
Create your Works Cited Page on Noodle Tools.

6.  Revisions





Due date
April  22, 2016
 
After a peer edit of your argument, you can take it home, polish it, and proofread it.  Make sure your final copy passes the “yes” test in the Research Guide.

7.  Final draft





Due date
April 25, 2016
 
Submit the paper to Turnitin.com.

Your final draft should also appear as a Google Doc on Noodle Tools.

