“Huswifery” Notes:

Author:  Edward Taylor

Symbolism:  Taylor uses an extended metaphor (conceit) in this poem, putting himself as wool being 

                       being made into majestic robes through the tools of God.  Throughout the poem, he goes

                       through a period of refinement which is shown by him asking God to purify him and make

                       God the center of his life so that he may be used for God’s will.

Tone:    Taylor has a tone of hope and acceptance toward the future because he is expecting God to use    

               him for His purpose and clothe him in robes of glory.

Mood:   The poem has a mood of hope, joy, and awe as Taylor describes his refinement and the gifts of 

                God.

Rhyme Scheme:  The poem follows a rhyme scheme of ab ab cc which draws the readers’ attention to  
                               the last two lines. The last two lines of each stanza describe the last step in the process   
                               of refinement of making thread, creating cloth, and making a glorious coat.  It brings 
attention to Taylor’s willingness to praise God and do His will by turning his life over   to God.

Syntax:   Syntax is used to show the tools of God.  For example, when Taylor writes, “Then dye the same 

   
  in Heavenly Colors Choice, all pinked with Varnished Flowers of Paradise,” he is asking God to 

  
  imprint His holy sacraments in him.  The capitalization makes the reader think about which gift 


  or tool is being used to further purify the narrator.

Diction:  Due to the rather different vernacular used in this poem, the reader must make an inference 


  to some of the words used.  This probably was not Taylor’s intent, but it makes the reader  


  think about he/she is reading to a deeper context, creating more connection in the text and


  allowing for deeper understanding.

Theme:  If you give your life over to God and make Him your center, you will be accepted joyfully into 


  His Kingdom at the end of your life here on Earth.

Analysis:

The tone of the opening sentence is prayerful. The poet says, “Make me, O Lord, Thy spinning wheel complete.” The succession of interrelated metaphors explains the poet’s intention in this odd-sounding request. Gradually we see spinning and cloth making as a figurative expression of the activity of the Master Weaver, who clothes people in grace.

Each part of the spinning wheel is equated with an aspect of spiritual life. The distaff is a piece of wood on which is wound flax or wool that is spun into thread. It is metaphorically equated with the Word of God – the Bible – from which we extract grace. The “affections” or emotional feelings are the “flyers” that twist and make thread from the raw material on the distaff.

The “spool” onto which the thread is wound is the soul of the speaker. The “reel” that holds the finished thread is referred to as the speaker’s “conversation,” by which he means his social exchanges with others. Thus, in stanza one, we see the mechanical progression of the word of God becoming the grace necessary for salvation.

In the next stanza we proceed from spinning wheel to loom. On the loom the thread of God’s word is woven into cloth. God, who operates the loom, winds or turns the “quills”

(hollow tubes onto which the yarn is wound) and produces a web of cloth from the myriad threads. God’s ordinances (laws and sacraments) act as “fulling mills” that cleanse the cloth and prepare it for dyeing and decorating with designs.

In the concluding stanza the speaker asks God to garb or outfit him in raiment made from the newly spun and woven cloth. Once attired in this glorious garment, the speaker will be able to give God glory in return.

Though some of the terminology rings strange to a modern ear, Taylor has created a poetic prayer for salvation couched in images readily apprehensible to an audience of his day. All dedicated Puritan ministers offer theeir lives in service to the Almighty, but few have the talent to do so with such ingenious poetry.

