How to Write Narration
Writing Assignment:


Narrate an incident or experience that taught you a lesson about life.  Re-create it on paper exactly as you remember it.  Keep the events in the order in which they occurred.  At the end of the narrative, say what the incident or experience taught you.

Specific Instructions:


The key word in this assignment is lesson.  Your experience must not be merely gripping or tellable; it must also have taught you something, and you should be able to say what that was.

· Begin your prewriting by outlining one of the most memorable experiences or adventures you have ever had.  Choose one that stirs you the most.

· Decide next on what lesson the experience taught you and express that in a sentence or two.  This lesson, properly worded as a lead-in or conclusion to your story, could become the theme for your narrative.  Do not be too mechanical about it; often it is more effective to let a conclusion unfold naturally from the story rather than to begin by slugging the reader hard over the head with it.
· The details will come from memory, which tends to be fleeting and unreliable, so jot down your memories as you recall the experience.
Narrative Writing Must Have a Consistent Point of View


Point of view refers to the vantage point from which a story is told.  The most elemental point of view for any writer is the first person narrator.  In its simplest application, this point of view may be the writer telling the story as one who lived or saw it.  In a more complex application, the I telling the story is innocent of what the story really means. An example of this would be the narrator in Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell-Tale Heart.”  The narrator opens by denying that he is mad, insisting that he is only nervous.  Later in the tale, we get a glimpse of his madness when he tells a sinister story about how he stalked and murdered a harmless old man whom he thought possessed and “Evil Eye.”


Probably the most commonly used point of view used today is the omniscient narrator.  This person sees all, hears all, and reports all, moving across time and space at will.  Characters are referred to as he and she, and their actions, motives, and thoughts are related by this invisible agent who is everywhere.  Few student narratives, except for those written in creative writing classes, use the omniscient point of view.
Your Narration Must Have a Theme


A theme is a central topic of the work that functions like a thesis but is usually implied rather than stated.  Basically the main point of a narration is its theme.

·  Your narration must have a theme, or it will strike your reader as pointless.

· To write a narrative with a central theme, it helps to imagine a reader on the other end of your story asking, “So what?”

· Begin your narrative by asking yourself, “So what?”  Be sure that by the end of your narrative you have answered that question.

Pace Your Narration to Focus on Important Scenes

·  Probably the single most common weakness in student narrations is faulty pacing. No story moves at the same pace all the time.

· When you tell your story, feel free to dismiss months, even years in a single sentence—“ten years slipped past”—while spending two pages on ten seconds that are important to your tale.
· Example of Pacing:

I did not see much of my father during the next four years or so.  I was home during the summer vacation after my freshman year, but then, in the middle of the next year, I went into the Army.  I was shipped to the Far East for the tail end of the war, and was in Japan at the start of the Occupation.  I saw my father only once or twice during my entire training period, and, naturally, during the time I was overseas, I did not see him at all.







Richard Gill, “The Code”

· Four years go up in a puff of a single sentence because nothing significant to the theme of the story occurred during that particular stretch of time.  If the writer had included his various Army adventures, he would only have diluted the drive of his narrative and ruined the climactic deathbed scene.

·  Common sense must guide you in selecting scenes and events to be developed in your own narration, but your basic yardstick should be the relevance of the material to your theme.

· The use of transition words to cover time spans is essential.
Use Vivid Details to Describe People and Places in Your Narrative

·  People and places are the lifeblood of your narration.  Make them real and distinct through the use of forceful details.

· Detailed dialogue is another technique that narration uses to infuse life in a character.

