Getting to Know You Friendly Letter Assignment
September 2017 – Due Wednesday, September 13
     Welcome to Grade 11 American Literature. A friendly letter is an excellent way for you to communicate any thoughts and information you would like me to know as we get the year under way.  Please tell me about yourself – your interests, ambitions, family, traditions, favorite foods, least favorite experiences – you get the idea. Don’t forget to include the activities you participate in as well as any jobs you hold. Please include this information in your introductory paragraph.

     In your second paragraph, please include your feelings about the subject of English.  Use details so I may understand what you wish to tell me. Consider these questions as you write:  What experiences have you enjoyed in previous English classes?  In which areas of English would you like to make personal improvements?  Which works have you enjoyed reading? What can you suggest we do in English class this year to help you achieve success?  Include you feelings about the required summer reading and the book of your choice. Remember to include both the title of each book and the authors, written correctly.  Remember to capitalize both titles correctly and italicize both titles. Briefly discuss memorable characters.

       In your third paragraph, please write what your goals are this year. You may include both academic and personal goals. Your junior year is a very important year as you begin to plan for college. 
      In your fourth paragraph, please address the following questions:


1.  What would be the most useful thing for me to know about you as a student?


2.  What do you wish were different about school?


3.  Describe a moment in school last year when you felt really engaged. Why do you 

                  think that moment was such a positive one for you?


4.  What do you think teachers think about you, and what do you wish they’d think 

                   about you?


5.  Describe a teacher whom you feel knew you well. What kind of a student were

                  you in his/her class? What did he or she do to get to know you?


6.  What do you wish I would ask you so that I can be a good teacher for you?


7.  What makes a weekend day a great day for you?
      Finally, in your last paragraph, please let me know anything that you think I should know that will help you succeed this year in English class.  Please share only what you are comfortable sharing.

            Thanks for sharing your thoughts with me.  I hope that you write extensively, follow the correct friendly letter format, and review your letter before you submit it for a grade to make sure it is of top quality with all errors corrected.  When you have completed your letter on a titled Google Document, please upload it to turnitin.com for grading. Review the Grading Rubric that appears on the assignment on turnitin.com. I look forward to reading your letter and beginning the year together.
