From The Autobiography 
Close Reading Questions

Name ________________________________________________ Date __________

Directions:  Answer the following Questions in complete sentences.

1.  Page136:   What was Benjamin Franklin’s first job?  How long did Franklin work at this job?
2. Page 136:  What pseudonym did Franklin use when writing for his brother’s newspaper.  What did Franklin satirize in these writings?

3. Page 136 -137 What is Poor Richard’s Almanack?  What kind of information did it contain?
4. Page 137:   What is the name of the fictitious author Franklin created for the Almanck?

5. Pages 137 and 139:  What is an aphorism?  Look it up in the Literary Terms section in the back of your book and write the complete definition below (include the examples given).

6. Page 137:  What did Franklin do after he retired from the printing business?  List his achievements and inventions in this next stage of his life.

7. Page 137:  Franklin became a statesman and a diplomat.  Write the definition of diplomat below and briefly describe Franklin’s role and accomplishments  as a diplomat.

8. Page 137:   How old was Franklin when he began writing his autobiography?

9. Page 138:  In complete sentences, briefly describe each of the following Franklin inventions; include the year of each invention:

· Swim Fin/Fan

· Fire Department

· Lightening Rod

· Glass Armonica

· Odometer

· Bifocals

· Daylight Savings Time

10.   Page 139:  Define the following Greek root words:

· -auto-

· -bio-

· -graph-

11. P age 139:  Define the following vocabulary words and write a sentence for each:
· arduous:

· avarice:

· vigilance:

· incorrigible:

· posterity:

· squander:  

12. Page 141:  What does Franklin’s goal of “moral perfection” suggest about the time period?

13. Page 141:  What project does Franklin undertake?

14. Page 142:  How many virtues did Franklin include in his plan?  Which is the first one he lists?

15. Page 142:  Franklin wants to acquire the habitude of the virtues listed in his plan.  What does habitude mean?

16. Page 143:  Describe the book Franklin created?  What does the care with which Franklin makes his book tell you about his character?
17. Page 143:  What does Franklin hope to achieve in thirteen weeks?

18. Page 144:  In his Precept of Order, Franklin planned his entire day.  At what time did he plan to  rise from bed each day?

· At what hour would he begin to work?

· What was his plan for 4 P.M. each day?

· What time did Franklin end his day by going to sleep?

19. Page 145:  Which part of his plan gave Franklin the most problem?  Why?

20. Page 145:  What does the anecdote about the man with the ax reveal about Franklin’s sense of humor?

21. Franklin states on page 145 that he finds himself incorrigible with respect to Order.  What does he mean by this statement?

22. On page 146, Franklin states,
 “It may be well my posterity should be informed that to this little artifice, with the blessing of God, their ancestor owed the constant felicity of his life, down to his seventy-ninth year in this is written.”
· Look up the three bold-faced words in this sentence and write their definitions below.  Then paraphrase this sentence below the definitions.

· Posterity:

· artifice:  

· felicity:  

*  Paraphrase:  

