Essay Assignment
Task:  Think about the stories you have read this semester:  Oedipus the King, The Kite Runner, and Dante’s Inferno.  All of the protagonists struggled with sins they committed during their lifetimes.  Focus on the main characters of these stories, and write an essay that addresses the following themes:

·  Errors of their ways

· Search for redemption

· Retribution

· Consequences for actions

In your essay, define redemption and discuss each character’s need and/or quest for redemption. You may want to construct your essay the following way:

First Paragraph:   Introduction of characters, definition of redemption, thesis statement (a statement which you are going to prove in your essay).  Address each character’s conflict/problem and draw a conclusion about whether these characters ever achieve or deserve redemption, or whether or not they will end up in Dante’s Inferno for Eternity.  In your Thesis Statement, take a stand on each of the three characters.  You will prove your thesis in your three body paragraphs using examples and quotations from the literature you read.
Second Paragraph:  Discuss the first character, e.g. Oedipus from Oedipus the King.  Identify his strengths and weaknesses, how he responded to them, and his quest for redemption.  Use examples from the story and cite the page numbers using parenthetical citations:  (Homer 374).  Does he deserve Redemption or should he be assigned to one of Dante’s Circles of Hell?
Third Paragraph:  Discuss the second character – Amir from The Kite Runner.   Identify his mistakes in life, his need for redemption, and his outcome.  Does he deserve to descend into Dante’s Inferno because of his betrayal?  Which Circle of Hell would he end up in?  Use examples from the book to support your statements.  Use parenthetical citations after each example; include the last name of the author and the page number of your example from the text:  (Hosseini 62).
Fourth Paragraph:  Discuss Dante from Dante’s Inferno, his need for redemption, and his resulting journey. Will he end up in his own Inferno at the end of his mortal life, or has he been redeemed by taking a spiritual journey? Use examples from the text and cite them using parenthetical citations:  (Dante 683). 
Fifth Paragraph:  This will be your concluding paragraph.  In this paragraph, you will restate your thesis, sum up the main points of paragraphs #two, three, and four, and then bring your essay to a close.

·  You will be graded with a Rubric that takes into consideration the following:

· Ideas


· The paper is clear and focused. It holds the reader's attention. Relevant details and quotes enrich the central theme.
· Organization

· The organization enhances and showcases the central idea or theme. The order, structure, or presentation of information is compelling and holds readers’ attention.
· Voice


· The writer speaks directly to the reader in a way that is individual, compelling, and engaging. The writer crafts the writing with an awareness and respect for the audience and the purpose for writing.  (Do not use the pronouns I, we, us, me, our, you, your).
· Word Choice

· Words convey the intended message in a precise, interesting, and natural way. The words are powerful and engaging.  Uses precise nouns and vivid verbs.  
  St
· Sentence Fluency    
· The writing has an easy flow, rhythm, and cadence. Sentences are well built, with strong and varied structure that invites expressive oral reading.  Uses transitional words, phrases and clauses.  Sentence structure is parallel.
· Conventions

· The writer demonstrates a good grasp of standard writing conventions (e.g., spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, usage, paragraphing) and uses conventions effectively to enhance readability. Errors tend to be so few that just minor touchups would get this piece ready to publish.
Use the Four Square Graphic Organize demonstrated in class to organize your ideas and paragraphs. 
·  Very Important:  We will work on constructing the Rough Draft of this Writing Assignment in Class and at home over the next two weeks. We will come to class on June 10, the day of In-Class Assessments prepared to type the final draft of the essay. It must be completed and submitted on that day in order for me to have sufficient time to grade it.  This means that you must follow the class and homework timeline assigned for this project.  No late assignments will be accepted.
