Build Skills

Drama 

The Crucible, Act II

Literary Analysis
Conflict

 Conflict is a struggle between opposing forces. There are two broad categories of conflict. In a complex narrative like this play, there are often numerous conflicts, and most characters experience both types.

·  An external conflict takes place between a character and an external force, such as society, nature, fate, or another person. In Act II, as accusations and hysteria mount in Salem, characters face increasingly dangerous external conflicts with their neighbors, Abigail and the other accusing girls, and the authorities.

· An internal conflict take place within a character who is torn by his or her own competing or contradictory values or desires. In Act II, deepening external threats create new internal conflicts for characters and magnify those that already exist.
Allusion 

Some of the conflicts in this play arise out of the stern religious world view that defines the Salem community. That world is not only revealed through characters’ actions and descriptions of their lifestyles. It is also revealed through Biblical Allusions or references to figures, stories, or setting from the Bible.These biblical allusions remind characters—and readers of the religious beliefs on which the Puritan community is based. As you read, notice the conflicts that intensify in Act II and the Biblical allusions that help characters to define, defend, and excuse their actions.
An allusion is a brief reference within a work to something outside the work. Usually, an allusion relates to one of the following:

· Another literary work

· A well-known person

· A place

· A historical event

The Crucible makes many biblical allusions. For example, Act I contains a reference to the New Jerusalem, a term for the holy city of heaven. Use a chart like the one shown to record biblical allusions in Act II.
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Connecting Literary Elements

To bring the Puritans to life on stage, Miller incorporates details of historical context, the key factors of life in the time period in which a literary work is set. Biblical allusions are one aspect of this re-creation of a historic time and place; the Puritans were a deeply religious people whose convictions help to set the play’s action in motion. As you read, notice the ways in which Puritan ideas influence the action.

Reading Strategy – Preparing to Read Complex Texts
As you read, help yourself to stay alert to important details and changes in characters and situations by making predictions about what will happen next.  Notice hints the author drops about what might occur and apply your own background knowledge and understanding of human nature.
Reading Drama

When you read a drama instead of watching the action and staging, you read the stage directions. Stage directions often interrupt the dialogue, but they provide critical information. As you read, pay close attention to the stage directions to understand the thoughts, attitudes, and behavior of the characters.

Vocabulary Builder

· pallor   n.  paleness

· ameliorate   v.  make better

· avidly   adv.  eagerly

· base   adj.  low; mean

· deference   n.  courteous regard or respect

· theology   n.  the study of religion

· quail   v.  cringe from

· gingerly   adv.  cautiously

· abomination   n.  something that causes great horror or disgust

· blasphemy   n.  sinful act or remark

