Critical Reading Questions The Crucible – Act I
Critical Reading

1. Respond: Were you surprised when the accusations against specific individuals multiplied? Explain.

2. (a) Recall: What is Betty’s condition when the play opens? (b) Recall:What does Abigail say that she and Betty were doing in the forest? (c)Infer: What seems to be the main motivation for Reverend Parris’s concern about the girls’ behavior in the forest?

3. (a) Recall: What do Abigail, Betty, Mercy, and Mary discuss after Reverend Parris leaves his daughter’s room? (b) Interpret: What events does this scene suggest may occur later in the play?

4. (a) Recall: Who is Reverend Hale? (b) Recall: Why is he contacted? (c)Evaluate: Do you think he is being fair and impartial so far? Why or why not?

5. (a) Summarize: Summarize Abigail’s prior relationship with the Proctors.(b) Interpret: What does Betty’s revelation about Abigail’s actions in the forest suggest about Abigail’s feelings for Goody Proctor?

6. (a) Support: What evidence suggests that sharp divisions exist among the people of Salem Village? (b) Apply: Name two others who may be accused. Explain your choices.

