Crafting and Revision Options for Memoirs
Directions: 

Now it is time to work like an artist to craft your writing by making deliberate changes in your memoir piece.  Work to enhance the reader’s response to your piece.

This is the tough part.  You have to work alone, and you won’t always know what you are doing.  Begin first with chunks, pieces of text that are several sentences long.  Then, you’ll do some sentence and word-level work.

Write directly on your draft, indicating where and the types of Crafting Options that you might add to your draft.  Or, use sticky notes.  You can also use different colors of ink as I did in my draft.  Another option is to change the font to note your revisions.

Try at least two Crafting Options.

Label your Crafting choices and save a copy of your labeled and revised draft in Google Docs.

Beginnings:  (Try at least two if you are still undecided on your beginning).

1. Hook:  “I should have known Mrs. Swartz hated kids.”

2.  Scene Setting:  It was a dark and stormy night.

3.  Telling detail:  “There on the pavement was a small child’s tennis shoe.”

4.  Character throwing:  “Teddy Howland was the skinniest, ugliest kid in 

      Eureka.”

5.  Walking:  “Giving credit where credit is due, if it hadn’t been for my

      mother, I never would have gotten him in the first place, mainly because

      my father didn’t like dogs” (Goldman 2001).

6.  Dialogue:  “I’m not even sure I like you.”

Endings:  (Try at least two).

1.  Circle:  End where you began.

2.  Ah ha!:  Sadder but wiser, or gee, look what I learned.

3.  A feeling:  Stuck in Mobile with the Memphis blues again.

4.  Drawstring:  “And that’s how it happened.”

5.  Surprise:  The strange twist at the end.

Moving Chunks (no limit; cut and paste)

1.  Movement: Pacing readers, making them play your game.

2.  Paragraphs:  Have some.  Keep them short unless they have pictures.

3.  Scenes:  Shuffling the story.

Deleting Chunks (no limit; follow rules)
1.  Nice but doesn’t fit.  Save it.

2.  Not nice and doesn’t fit either.  Cut it.

3.  Eradicate chaff words:  “ly” words, “being” words.

4.  Compact and Compress.  Cut the “telling.”

5.  Now that the hard part is done, turn to some relaxing sentence –level 

     revisions.  Make at least ten specific changes.

Sentence Level

1.  Concrete detail.  Add sensory “stuff.”

2.  Specificity.  Name “stuff.”

3.  Strong verbs.  Get rid of those adverb props.

4.  Search and destroy the “is’s and was’s.”

5.  Cure a serious case of the “would’s.”

