Beowulf Directed Reading Questions
Name _________________________________________________________ Period _________

Directions:  For each of the following questions, respond in a complete sentence by including the question within the answer. 

·  Example:  What type of poem is Beowulf?
· Answer:  Beowulf is an Epic poem which is a long, narrative poem, sometimes developed orally, that celebrates the deeds of a legendary or heroic figure.

Pages 38 – 39

1.  Describe the character named Beowulf.

2.  What is the setting (time and place of the action of the story) of Beowulf?

3.  Identify the following characters:  King Hrothgar, Grendel.

4.  From what culture and century does the story of Beowulf originate?

5.  What is the name of the great banquet hall that Grendel has been terrorizing?  For how many years has Grendel been terrorizing the hall and those within it?
6.  What are scops (pronounced “shops”)?

7.  When was the tale of Beowulf finally written down?
8.  What language was Beowulf originally written in?

9. What are two common features of an Epic tale?

10.  What is a Kenning?  Give an example of one.

11.  What is a caesura? Supply an example of one.

12.  Define a legendary hero.
13.  What is the definition of paraphrasing?
14.  Define the following vocabulary words below.  Include the part of speech.

a. Reparation


d.  writhing

b. Solace



e.  massive

c. Purge



f.  loathsome

Directed Reading Questions:  The Wrath of Grendel  - pages 41-43 – Answer all questions in complete sentences.

1.  Which two cultural/religious traditions does the tale of Beowulf reflect?
2.  Describe the setting at the opening of The Wrath of Grendel.

3.  What does Grendel resent about Hrothgar and his men?

4.  The Epic makes an allusion to Cain, the oldest son of Adam and Eve.  Who is Cain, what did he do,   and why is this allusion made?

5.  Define the literary term allusion.  You can find it in the Literary terms handbook in the back of your  textbook.

6.  Paraphrase below what Grendel did as darkness had dropped (lines 30-40).

7.  What time of day did Grendel hunt?

8.  What one item did Grendel never dare to touch on his raid in the great hall?  Whom did Grendel believe protected this item?
Directed Reading Questions – The Coming of Beowulf – pages 43 –  48.  All answers must be in complete sentences.

1.  Who is Higlac?  

2.  Why does Beowulf come to Hrothgar’s kingdom with fourteen men?

3.  How do readers know that Beowulf was not asked to come?

4.  How does Beowulf respond to the challenge from the sentry (guard, sentinel)?
5.  Why do you suppose Beowulf has made this trip?

6.  What are Geats?

7.  What is Beowulf’s father’s name?

8.  How do Beowulf’s boasts of great deeds and his announcement of his plan establish him as a hero?

9.  Does Beowulf seem to be too boastful?

10.  Paraphrase lines 264-279.

11.  What indication is there that Beowulf realizes he could lose the fight with Grendel?

12.  In this section, what do we see that might be part of Beowulf’s motivation in coming to help Hrothgar?

13.  How would you explain the link between Hrothgar and Beowulf?

