Beowulf Directed Reading Questions Part II
The Monster’s Lair, The Battle with Grendel’s Mother, The Last Battle, The Spoils, The Farewell

Name _______________________________________
Directed Reading Questions –  The Monster’s Lair Page 51
1.  Describe the “lair.”

2.  Who lives in the lair?

3.  What will be Beowulf’s reward if he enters the lair and battles to save Hrothgar’s people?

The Battle with Grendel’s Mother page 52 – 55

1.  Who is Edgetho’s brave son?

2.  To whom does Beowulf bequeath his sword as he enters the lair?

3.  What is the name of the “greedy she-wolf” who ruled the waters for fifty years?

4.  What other name (a kenning) does Beowulf use to refer to  Grendel’s mother?

5.  Paraphrase the sentence describing the combat in lines 498-502.

6.  What did Beowulf discover about his sword as he attempted to fight Grendel’s mother?

7.  What and who saved Beowulf as Grendel’s mother attacked him with a dagger?

8.  What did Beowulf notice hanging on the wall?

9.  How did Beowulf finally kill Grendel’s mother?

10.  What final action did Beowulf perform on Grendel’s dead body?

11.  What did Beowulf take with him as a prize as he exited the lair and swam to land?

The Last Battle:  Pages 56 – 59

1.  Fifty years have passed and Beowulf is king of Geatland.  Who begins to menace the kingdom?

2.  What does Beowulf decide to do, even though he Is now an old man?

3.  What will Beowulf use to fight the dragon?

4.  What happened to Beowulf’s shield?

5.  For the first time in his life, what was against Beowulf?

6.  What is the name of the only warrior who came to Beowulf’s aid as the dragon attacked him?

The Spoils:  pages 60-61

1.  Paraphrasing:  What is the main idea in the sentences in lines 779 – 785?

2.  What did Wiglaf (Wextan’s son) discover in the tower of the dragon?

3.  What did Wiglaf bring to Beowulf as he lay dying?

4.  In Beowulf’s death scene, what is shown about the importance in warrior culture of the commemoration of individuals after death?

5.  What is Beowulf’s last request?

The Farewell:  Pages 61 – 62
1.  What did the Geats do to honor Beowulf?

2.  Do you think Beowulf’s deeds make him a good role model?  Explain.

