American Literature Semester Assessment Study Guide
January 2018
Review in stages – Do not wait until the night before the Assessment to begin to review.
Vocabulary: 

· Review Definitions for the words in Units 1-5.  

· You will be tested on definitions and the use of the words in sentences.

· Use the Practice tests for definitions and sentences at www.vocabtest.com to help you to review for this portion of the assessment.  Also, use practice tests and games at www.sadlierconnect.com.
Grammar / Writing:

· Review Simple, Compound, and Complex sentences

· Know where commas are placed in compound and complex sentences.
· Review coordinating conjunctions –  Comma is placed BEFORE the conjunction to separate two independent clauses

· F – For

· A – And

· N – Nor

· B – But

· O – Or

· Y – Yet

· S – So

· Remember:  A semicolon also serves as a conjunction in a compound sentence when connecting two independent clauses that are related to one another.

· I love ice cream; vanilla is my favorite

· I waited for my friend after school, and we went out to dinner together.
· Review Subordinating Conjunctions
· Common Subordinate conjunctions include:

· Time:  after, as long as, as soon as, before, since, until, when, while

· Place:  where, wherever

· Cause:  because, since

· Comparison:  as, as much as, than, whereas

· Condition:  although, as long as, as if, even though, provided that, though, unless, while

· Purpose:  so that, that, in order that

Example with subordinate clause coming first: 

· Notice that the comma is placed after the subordinate clause when the subordinate clause comes before the independent clause.
· Notice that the subordinate conjunction is (usually) the first word of the subordinate clause.
· When the bridge opens, it will have two additional lanes.
Example with the subordinate clause coming after the independent clause:

· Notice that there is no comma used when the independent clause is placed before the subordinate clause.
· The bridge will have two additional lanes when it opens.
· Review Correlative conjunctions:

· Either / or

· Neither / nor

· Not only / but also

· Both / and

· Whether  / or
Example: 

He is not only our leader but also our cook.

· Review Comma Use:  

· In Compound Sentences - see example above.

· In Complex Sentences – see example above

· In Introductory phrases and clauses:

· Amazed by what we saw, we looked at the massive galaxy
· In Direct Address:  Mrs. Sullivan, may I please be excused?

· With Non-Essential Elements such as in  Appositives (words, phrases and clauses NOT necessary to the meaning of the sentence)
· Charles Babbage, an Englishman, is viewed as the inventor of the computer.
· Go over the spelling and meanings of confusing words such as the following:

· affect/effect – “Affect” is a verb.  “Effect” is USUALLY used as a noun. It can be used as a verb if you want to “effect a change…”

· woman/women – Know the singular and plural forms; they follow the same pattern as man/men.

· their, there, they’re

· Their – Possessive pronoun – refers to people – The students left their backpacks in the classroom during the assembly.

· They’re – Contraction for the words “They are.” They’re late for class again. They ARE late for class again.

· There – adverb – Place your book over there.

· to, two, too –

· to – preposition:  Please go to the store for me.

· Too – adverb of stress:  means “also.”  The test was too hard. Notice how it is an adverb modifying the adjective “hard.”

· Two – refers to the number – Two students were late for school today.

· a lot / allot - * NOTE:  There is no such word as “alot.” 

· “Allot” means “to give.” 

· Remember “a” is an article (limiting adjective) that points out a noun. The noun is “lot.” It is incorrect to fuse the two words together. They must always be written as separate words.

· each other – These two words must never be fused together as one word. They must always be written as separate words.

· Know how to use “who” and “whom” correctly:  Use “who” as a subject; use “whom” as a direct object, indirect object, and object of a preposition:

· Example:  Predicate Noun:  Your brother is who? (Who renames “brother” the subject of the sentence and is linked with the linking verb “is”).

· Example: She is the athlete who won the award. (“Who” is the subject of the verb “won”).

· Example: To whom should I give the payment?  (“Whom” is the object of the preposition “to”).

· Writing Titles Correctly – The Rules:

· The first word, last word, and all important words in a title MUST begin with capital letters – important words include nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and pronouns

· Titles of novels and long works must be italicized.

· Titles of short works, such as short stories, poems, and songs, must have quotation marks surrounding the titles

· NEVER write titles in all capital letters.

· NEVER boldface titles.
· The only time that it is correct to UNDERLINE a title is when your handwrite it. Do not underline typed titles.
· Capitalization of all proper nouns and adjectives

· Writing the parts of a letter correctly:  Heading, Salutation, Body, Closing – Review the letter you wrote me at the beginning of the year. Read my comments on Turnitin.com and your Google Document.

· Topic Sentences and Thesis Statements in Essays 

· Always use a noun in a topic sentence before using a pronoun to refer to that noun. Name a character first. Avoid beginning topic sentences with the following pronouns:  He, she, it, they.

· Remember the thesis statement – the main point or argument of your essay – should be placed as the final sentence in your introductory paragraph.

· Pronoun / Antecedent Agreement:
· Correct:  Someone left his or her backpack in my classroom.  (Someone is singular, so the pronouns referring to “someone” must also be singular).

· Incorrect:  Someone left their backpack in my classroom. ( “Their” is a plural pronoun, so it is incorrect to use it to refer to “someone” which is singular.

· Go over all of the comments regarding writing errors that I placed on your Google Documents and on the Documents that you uploaded to Turnitin.com.
· Read and figure out how to correct your errors based on my comments.
Literature:  Origin Myths, Iroquois Constitution,  “Speech at the Virginia Convention,” “Speech at the Convention,” from Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, The Crucible
· Study all Literary Analysis Terms and Vocabulary contained in your Quizlets. Add examples from the literature as you review.
· Literary Analysis:  Know the following terms and examples of each in the literature that we have covered this year:
· Puritan Plain Style   syntax     paraphrase

· Metaphor

· Sermon
oratory

archetypes   context clues 

· Imagery

· Direct and Indirect Characterization

· Internal and External Conflicts

· Rising Action

· Climax

· Falling Action

· Resolution

· Biblical Allusions

· Allegory

· Types of Speeches

· Political Speeches

· Address

· Sermon

· Rhetorical Devices – Practice your Quizlets and Study Your Examples from the Speeches We Studied.

· Restatement

· Anaphora

· Rhetorical Questions

· Repetition

· Parallelism

· Antithesis

· Exclamation

· Elements of Drama:

· Plot

· Dramatic Exposition

· Characters

· Actors

· Stage Directions

· Comedy

· Tragedy

· Dialogue

· Dramatic Irony

· Verbal Irony

· Situational Irony

· Tragic Flaw

· Allegory

· Tragic Hero

· Tragic Flaw

Turnitin.com Writer’s Handbook
GRAMMAR
· Fragment or Missing Comma
· Run-on Sentences
· Garbled Sentences
· Subject-Verb Agreement
· Verb Form Errors
· Pronoun Errors
· Possessive Errors
· Wrong or Missing Word
· Proofread This!
USAGE
· Article Errors
· Confused Words
· Wrong Form of Word
· Faulty Comparison
· Nonstandard Word Form
· Negation Error
MECHANICS
· Spelling
· Missing Capitalization of Proper Nouns
· Missing Initial Capital Letter in a Sentence
· Missing Question Mark
· Missing Final Punctuation
· Missing Apostrophe
· Missing Comma
· Missing Hyphen
· Fused Words
· Compound Words
· Duplicate Words
STYLE
· Inappropriate Words or Phrases
· Sentences with Passive Voice
· Long Sentences
· Short Sentences
· Sentences Beginning with Coordinating Conjunctions
