American Literature First Semester Exam Study Guide
Vocabulary:  Level G - Study Units 1-6 Inclusive

Grammar:  Simple, Compound, Complex Sentences


         Coordinating Conjunctions


         Subordinate Conjunctions

                     Correlative Conjunctions


         Verbs – Regular/Irregular – Principal Parts


         Subject/Verb Agreement


         Pronoun/Antecedent Agreement

Literature:  What Makes American Literature American?

·  Origin Myths:  “The Earth On Turtle’s Back”

                           “When Grizzlies Walked Upright”

                              from “ The Navajo Origin Legend”

· Terms to know:

· origin myth – creation of earth, people

· themes

· archetypes

· Vocabulary:

· unconscious

· depths

· ancestors

· protruded

· Literary Analysis:  Origin myth, themes, archetypes

· Reading Strategy:  Establish a purpose for reading – cultural characteristics of Native Americans

· Latin Root Word:  trud/trus:  push/thrust.

· Grammar Lesson:  Coordinating Conjunctions  -  FANBOYS

· for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so

· from the Iroquois Constitution
· Political Document
· Literary Analysis:  symbol

· Reading Strategy:  Preparing to Read Complex Texts

· Authors of Constitution

· A Colonial Power

· The Great Binding Law

· Vocabulary – Context Clues

· disposition

· constitute

· tempered

· deliberation

· oblivion

· The Puritan Influence

· “To My Dear and Loving Husband” – Anne Bradstreet

· “Huswifery” – Edward Taylor

· Literary Analysis:  Puritan Plain Style

· Inversion – If ever two were one, then surely we
                    If ever man were lov’d by wife, then thee
· Conceit – Extended Metaphor – taken to its logical limit
· A Conceit (extended metaphor) does not end in a single line or image, but builds through the work.

· Taylor uses the poetic structure itself to extend the metaphor of the spinning wheel into a conceit.

· Terms – Stanza – Group of consecutive lines that form a unit
· Reading Strategy – Paraphrase 
· Reading Strategy – Adjust your reading rate

· Vocabulary:  

· quench


ordinances
· recompense
            affections
· manifold

judgment
· persevere

apparel
·  from Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God – Jonathon Edwards
· Essential Question:  How Does Literature Shape or Reflect Society?
· Literary Analysis:  Sermon
· form of oratory – formal public speaking
· persuasive
· address the needs and concerns of the audience or listeners

· appeal to emotions

· include rhythmic language

· Often orators also include images, patterns, characters, or stories from the Bible, myth, or classical literature called archetypes.
· These archetypes add a deeper dimension for listeners who apply the ancient meanings to the new message.
·  Reading Strategy:  Use Context Clues
·  Vocabulary:
· constitution

mediator

· prudence

induce
· omnipotent

· Word Analysis:  Latin Prefix:  Omni – means “all” or “every”

· Grammar Lesson:  Correlative Conjunctions:

· Both/and

Not only/but also

· Either/or

Whether/or

· Neither/nor

As/as

· “The Devil and Tom Walker” – Washington Irving

· Essential Question:  How Does Literature Shape or Reflect Society?

· Literary Analysis:  Characterization

· Direct characterization

· Indirect characterization

· Reading Strategy:  Evaluate the influences of the historical period

· Vocabulary

· prevalent 

treacherous

ostentation

· discord

extort


parsimony

·  Word Analysis:  Latin Prefix ex – means out; out of; away from

· Grammar Lesson:  Adjective Clauses –

·  subordinate clauses – modify nouns
· Begin with Relative pronouns:  who, whom, whose, which, that
· “The Minister’s Black Veil”
· Essential Question:  What is the relationship between literature and place?

· Literary Analysis:  
· parable – story that conveys a message
· ambiguity – uncertain meaning
· symbol -  has meaning itself but also stands for something greater – often an abstract idea.  The veil’s meaning is a mystery for both the characters in the story and the reader.  It is an ambiguous symbol.

· Reading Strategy:  Draw Inferences
· Vocabulary:

· inanimate

pathos


obstinacy

· venerable

impertinent

imperceptible

·  Word Analysis:  Greek Root Word:  path – suffering, feeling, or disease
·  Grammar Lesson:  Adjective and Adverb Clauses
